Library of Congress

Historical collections. Collections and researches
made by the Michigan pioneer and historical society ...
Reprinted by authority of the Board of state auditors.
Volume 9

COLLECTIONS REPORT OF THE PIONEER SOCIETY OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN
TOGETHER WITH REPORTS OF COUNTY PIONEER SOCIETIES.

Michigan pioneer state and historical society.

VOL. IX

SECOND EDITION

LC

LANSING WYNKOOP HALLENBECK CRAWFORD COMPANY, STATE PRINTERS

1908
F1561 M775

Entered according to Act of Congress, in the year 1886, by the PIONEER SOCIETY OF
THE STATE OF MICHIGAN, In the office of the Librarian of Congress, at Washington, D.
C.

Reprint 1908.
D. of D. FEB 2 1915

PREFACE

Historical collections. Collections and researches made by the Michigan pioneer and historical society ... Reprinted by authority of the
Board of state auditors. Volume 9 http://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbum.5298b



Library of Congress

With renewed confidence in the great value of the work being done by the Pioneer
Society of the State of Michigan, the Committee of Historians submit the ninth volume of
Pioneer Collections to the public, believing that it will not be found inferior in interest and
information to any that has gone before.

Within the pages of the several volumes of these Collections is contained the recital of
many matters of important interest to all who may wish to know the full history of the
country now composing the State of Michigan. Not that these volumes from a history in
themselves, but rather, that they are collections of sketches, statements, papers and
documents, written by the actual participants in the scenes described, and which must
prove of inestimable value to him who shall hereafter write The History of Michigan .

While, with commendable liberality and enterprise, the legislature provided for the
appropriate celebration of this the Fiftieth Year of Michigan as a State, and the commission
having that celebration in charge arranged an interesting programme of able historical
papers concerning every important interest connected with the growth and development of
the State, yet it must be borne in mind that in the short space of but one day comparatively
few and brief could be the papers presented. To the Pioneer Society, therefore,
necessarily remains the work of collecting and rescuing from decay and oblivion the

many important matters which have hitherto escaped preservation or attention, but which
must combine to make our history correct and complete. Again, Michigan's history is

not embraced within the short period of fifty years but extends backward for more than

two centuries, and to gather and preserve any and everything that will give light to the
unwritten history of those years is one of the chief objects of this Society.

Since the publication of the eighth volume, we have extended our researches beyond
our own State. Our representative, Mr. B. W. Shoemaker, iv of Jackson, Michigan,
spent three weeks in Ottawa, examining the archives of Canada. The result of his labor
among these collections of bygone days was most gratifying to the Society. A portion
of the so-called “Haldimand Papers,” published in this volume, will give some idea of
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the importance of the manuscripts found at Ottawa. In 1872 the Canadian government
established a department, with chief and assistants, especially devoted to the collection
and preservation of their historical documents. During the fourteen years of its existence
this department has brought together and arranged a vast amount of material. Mr. Douglas
Brymner, the Archivist, has made personal research among the governmental records of
Great Britain and France, and through his agents procured many documents of importance
from all the European powers.

The Ottawa collection covers three periods of the history of our own State. The
proceedings of the Colonial Council at Quebec, extending from the ceding of this country
by the French to the actual possession of Detroit by the American forces (1763—1796),
contain the legislation of this council over the District of Hesse. Detroit and a large portion
of our territory was included in this district, and their proceedings are full of interest to the
student of early days. The second period, the War of Independence (1776-1781), can

be studied from the original correspondence of the officers of the frontier posts with each
other, and with the commanding officer, General Haldimand, at Quebec. The letters of
the Haldimand Papers portray not only the military but also the civil life of the times. The
treaties and conferences with the Indians, the means employed to obtain their alliance,
and the influence they had in the war, as shown in the Haldimand Papers, give us a better
knowledge of these unfortunate people. The third period, the war of 1812 (1812-1815), is
also faithfully depicted by the correspondence of the officers of the British forces. These
letters treat of the capture of Detroit, the battles of Riviere au Raisen the settlement of the
boundaries, etc.

The above is a brief outline of the manuscripts that are now in the hands of the copyist and
publishers, and will be numbered among our collections at no distant day. Our Society is
indebted to many of the Canadian officials for the kindness and assistance shown their
representative while in Ottawa, and wish especially to thank Mr. Douglas Brymner, the
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Archivist, for the courtesy and help they obtained from him. He has taken a personal
interest in the success of our work, and has done all in his power to aid us in our research.

The several preceding volumes of Pioneer Collections have spoken for themselves in

the valuable contents presented, while, for Volume IX, the v Committee of Historians

asks a careful examination, believing that it will conclusively show that the Society is
earnestly laboring to accomplish the work laid out for it. Following the reports of officers
and committees, including brief sketches of pioneers who have ceased their earthly toils,
first appear the papers presented at the annual meeting of June 8 and 9, 1886, and within
which is contained much that will prove of historic value. Next is given the action of the
society relative to the Semi-Centennial Celebration of Michigan as a State, and then follow
the papers read at the Semi-Centennial Celebration of the settlement of Ottawa county,
which was held at Grand Haven. December 2, 1884. The careful preservation of all within
its power, concerning the history of the several counties, townships and districts of the
State, has ever been a special object of the society, for the fact is recognized that from the
smaller parts the greater whole is formed. These papers regarding Ottawa county's history
are, therefore, highly prized. The last half of the volume contains the first installment of

the “Haldimand Papers,” which have already been referred to. In the publication of these
papers it will be observed that care has been taken to preserve, as closely as possible, the
exact orthography, capitalization, punctuation, etc., of the original copies.

Grateful acknowledgements are due and ate hereby tendered to all who have contributed
in any way toward making this volume what it is.

M. SHOEMAKER, Chairman , HARRIET A. TENNEY, Secretary , TALCOTT E. WING,
WITTER J. BAXTER, O. C. COMSTOCK, THOMAS M. COOLEY, Committee of Historians

Lansing , December 13, 1886.
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PREFACE TO SECOND EDITION VOLUME IX

The original edition of Volume IX of Pioneer Collections having become exhausted, this
second edition has been prepared as authorized by Act No. 62 of the legislature, approved
April 25th, 1907.

The differences between this and the first edition are not of much importance, though
many minor corrections have been made. Before making any alterations however slight,
references have been made to the author's original copy and to the historical authorities on
the shelves of the State Library,—and such changes have been made, either by reference
to an appendix or a note inserted in the text in brackets; actual changes of the wording
have been made only for the correction of palpable blunders.

On account of an index of the first fifteen volumes already published, it was necessary to
make the paging of the Second Edition exactly follow the first, consequently the comments
usually appearing as footnotes had to be printed as an appendix, each note numbered
according to the page to which it refers.

That the reader will still encounter errors is to be expected, especially as the time allowed
for revision was limited, but it should be held in mind that no attempt has been made to
substitute the editor's style for that of the author's, and that the bad spelling, grammar and
capitalization of the Haldimand letters have been religiously preserved.

HENRY S. BARTHOLOMEW, Editor of Second Edition .
State Library , July, 1907.
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OFFICERS OF THE PIONEER SOCIETY OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN
ELECTED JUNE 9, 1886

PRESIDENT

M. H. GOODRICH Ann Arbor.

VICE PRESIDENTS

County. Name. Residence.

Allegan Don C. Henderson Allegan.

Barry David G. Robinson Hastings.

Bay William R. McCormick Bay City.
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Berrien Alexander B. Leeds Berrien Springs.
Branch C. D. Randall Coldwater.

Calhoun Benjamin F. Hinman Battle Creek.
Clare Henry Woodruff Farwell.

Clinton Samuel S. Walker St. Johns.
Crawford Melvin D. Osband Fredricville.
Eaton David B. Hale Eaton Rapids.

Emmet Isaac D. Toll Petoskey.

Genesee Josiah W. Begole Flint.

Grand Traverse J. G. Ramsdell Traverse City.
Houghton Jay A. Hubbell Houghton.

Ingham C. B. Stebbins Lansing.

lonia Hampton Rich lonia.

Jackson Hiram H. Smith Jackson.
Kalamazoo Henry Bishop Kalamazoo.

Kent Wright L. Coffinbury Grand Rapids.

Lapeer John B. Wilson Lapeer.
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Lenawee Francis A. Dewey Cambridge.
Livingston Isaac W. Bush Howell.
Macomb John E. Day Armada.
Manistee T. J. Ramsdeel Manistee.

Marquette Peter White Marquette.

Xii

Monroe J. M. Sterling Monroe.

Montcalm Joseph P. Shoemaker Amsden.
Menominee James A. Crozier Menominee.
Muskegon Henry H. Holt Muskegon.
Oakland O. Poppleton Birmingham.
Oceana Oliver K. White New Era.

Ottawa — —

Saginaw Charles W. Grant East Saginaw.
Shiawassee Alonzo H. Owens Venice.

St. Clair William T. Mitchell Port Huron.
St. Joseph H. H. Riley Constantine.

Tuscola Townsend North Vassar.
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Van Buren C. J. Monroe South Haven.
Washtenaw Ezra D. Lay Ypsilanti.
Wayne Philo Parsons Detroit.
RECORDING SECRETARY
HARRIET A. TENNEY Lansing.
CORRESPONDING SECRETARY
GEORGE H. GREENE Lansing.
TREASURER

EPHRAIM LONGYEAR Lansing.
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

JOHN C. HOLMES, Chairman Detroit.
ALBERT MILLER Bay City.

FRANCIS A. DEWEY Cambridge.
STEPHEN D. BINGHAM Lansing.
COMMITTEE OF HISTORIANS
MICHAEL SHOEMAKER, Chairman Jackson.

HARRIET A. TENNEY, Secretary Lansing.
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TALCOTT E. WING Monroe.
WITTER J. BAXTER Jonesville.
OLIVER C. COMSTOCK Marshall.
THOMAS M. COOLEY Ann Arbor.

ANNUAL MEETING JUNE 8 AND 9, 1886 MICHIGAN PIONEER AND HISTORICAL
SOCIETY

ADDRESS OF THE PRESIDENT
BY HON. HENRY FRALICK, OF GRAND RAPIDS
Ladies and Gentleman; Fathers, Mothers, Sons and Daughters; Pioneers of Michigan:

It is my pleasant and agreeable duty as president of the Pioneer Society of the State of
Michigan, to greet you on the return of another annual meeting of this society. The large
attendance here annually of so many aged persons, and from long distances, attests

the interest felt and the enjoyments attained in this pleasant annually recurring social
intercourse. To those scenes and incidents long past and gone, yet comparatively fresh
and vivid in the recollections of those who participated in them, whether they were scenes
of trial and suffering, or of enjoyment and pleasure, where persons are well past middle
age as most of us are. the mind loves to revert back and clings with great tenacity, and
that is one of the strongest reasons of the interest and pleasure taken by our associate
pioneers in these meetings.

While it is a great pleasure to meet so many of the old familiar faces, it is mixed with pain

to notice the many vacant places made in our ranks by the remorseless sickle of old Time,
but such is life. It therefore behooves us 2 who still remain to be laborers in the prolific field
of gathering up such fragments of the early history of our beloved State, while yet we may,
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as important to their permanent place in the future history of the State. With you who have
felled the forests, cleared the fields, prepared the soil, and sowed the seed, and so wisely
started the early history of this now great State, is the knowledge that no generation after
this can obtain if not imparted and left of record by you. Every week death calls from our
ranks some of those who have in a greater or less degree helped to change the wilderness
into fruitful fields of plenty, having left their native States in the early days to fill the noble
mission of a pioneer.

The incidents, self-denial and hardships of braving the terrors of the unbroken forests,
in the settlement of a new country, are well known to you; but they, thank God, are now
largely removed from the present generation, by the energy, privations, and indomitable
preseverance of our early pioneers.

| think it the duty of every pioneer, according to his or her ability, to contribute of his or her
knowledge and experience in the early settlement of this Territory and State, including
incidents, circumstances and transactions which go to make up a full and complete record
of its pioneer history. Each one may and can furnish the information of what transpired in
his or her neighborhood or locality. It may not seem material to them, but when properly
arranged and compiled makes the veritable history, which is the aim and object of this
society to gather, record and perpetuate.

Our work is progressing fairly, the seventh volume of our publications has just been
issued; it has been delayed some time by the press of other State printing that required
urgency; the material for the eighth volume is all ready for the printers, and there is
sufficient material now early ready for the ninth volume. We hope to get both volumes out
before January next. Our Committee of Historians, with the help of some good friends,
have been able to obtain quite voluminous, but reliable and valuable papers relating to
the early history of the territory now comprised in the limits of the State of Michigan. The
Society has been at some expense in having such of these as required it translated from
the French into the English language and all carefully compiled. In this we are confident
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the money has been wisely expended. The work of the last year has required a good
deal of the time and attention of the Committee of Historians for which they are entitled to
the thanks of the Society, as are also the Recording and Corresponding Secretaries and
Treasurer, for the prompt and faithful services rendered.

The dignity of labor, both mental and physical, is exhibited in all laudable undertakings,
and in none more so than in felling the forest, clearing and 3 cultivating the new lands,
organizing new towns, counties, and states, building the necessary and indispensable
roads and bridges, farm buildings, school-houses, churches, mills, factories, villages and
cities, form and enact proper, wise, and suitable laws for the government of each. Who
has greater and better cause for gratulation than the pioneers of this State, in the glorious
success of their efforts in establishing a State so great and complete in all the elements
that are desirable in a community as the State of Michigan.

We have accomplished in that sense our full duty; it still remains for us, for the benefit of
the State, the nation, our children, and our successors in whatever capacity, to perfect
the record, so far as possible, of the ways and means how this great work was brought
about. There is no doubt the underlying cause of the rapid and desirable progress of
Michigan was in the character of a large majority of its early settlers. They were mostly
from New York and New England; their early training had been in the right direction; they
and their progenitors had been early imbued with the knowledge that industry, sobriety,
and good morals were vitally essential to the ultimate desirable success in the formation
of the society and laws of a new community; and to their influence and action much of the
enviable position of this State and character of its people are undoubtedly due.

The land was sold only for cash at time of purchase; thus those unsatiable cormorants,
high prices and large interest for credit, were generally avoided by the early pioneers.
They were thrown on their own resources, and about their only hope lay in self-reliance
and those principles which sustain it.
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| am confident that | am briefly giving the experience of most of my hearers and associate
pioneers. We were early taught that intelligence was essential to success, therefore one
of the first joint actions of a few settlers, comparatively remote from each other by reason
of the want of roads, was the building of a school-house, though of the most primitive kind,
and establishing a school. When the neighborhood had a few more settlers an addition

to the school-house or a new and larger one was erected, not only for holding schools,

but in which to hold religious and other necessary meetings. Gradually as the country
became more settled and improved school districts were organized and a primary school
system established, which was soon followed by a few seminaries and high schools for
the preparation of teachers. Then as the means of the people increased the establishment
of our Normal School and University system and private colleges followed. All of which
were so well managed, patronized, and sustained, that at the National Centennial held

in 1876, it was found on examination and comparison by the able judges selected for the
purpose, 4 that the primary school system of Michigan was entitled to the first rank, and its
university equalled, if it did not excel, the oldest and most richly endowed colleges of the
country.

Fathers, mothers, and fellow pioneers, your useful lives have been spared to behold the
celebration of the centennial year of our Nation's existence ten years ago, which was a
wonderful event in the world's history. It brought together representatives from most of the
civilized and semi-civilized nations of the world, with their industrial arts and inventions.
This was, perhaps, not more important, if as much so, in the wonderful display, as in the
influence of kindred fellowship shed abroad among the nations of the earth, giving them
their first real personal contact and knowledge of the people and their ways and progress
of the great country where the people are the sovereigns. Not only this have you beheld,
but with the blessing of God your lives and health have been continued to see the time and
occasion when the State of your adoption, and at whose birth many of you were present,
will celebrate the fiftieth year of its existence as a State, and the semi-centennial year

of its admission into the Union of States. In this | trust that many of you will take a part.
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The celebration will take place next week, the 15th instant, at this place. The programme
of the celebration seems wise and appropriate; eminent men in all the various walks

of life, citizens of the State, have been selected to gather up and put into a proper and
permanent form not only the general history of the State and current events affecting it,
but also to go somewhat into detail into the history and progress of the important branches
or departments that go to make up a successful State. These include the historical,
executive, legislative, congressional, judicial, financial, mineral agricultural, horticultural,
mechanical, educational, reformatory, fish and fish culture, and railroad development in
the State, with brief biographical sketches of some of the men who have been largely
instrumental in various ways in making Michigan what it is, one of the foremost States in
all the great and material interests of the union.

Thus, in the short space of the time of an active life, we have seen a territory of an almost
unbroken forest as large as the Kingdom of Great Britain peacefully purchased from the
red men of the wilderness; the forests removed, the country settled and cultivated, a State
government formed and established, villages and cities with all the various necessary
industrial shops and factories built, trade and commerce established, including railroads
and all the other improvements necessary for a great State and the accommodation of its
nearly two millions of people; where any industrious and good citizen may and can own his
own domicile and enjoy himself “under his own vine and fig tree, with no person to make
him afraid.”

5

All this we have seen and in our way helped to accomplish, and we may now retire from
active life in full confidence that we leave our work in safe hands, thanking God for all

the great blessings bestowed on us and ours, and praying that a Divine Providence may
continue his favor and protection on our beloved State and its people in the future as in the
past.

REPORT OF THE RECORDING SECRETARY
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Office of the Pioneer Society of the State of Michigan , Lansing, June 7, 1886.

In accordance with the provisions of the constitution of the Pioneer Society of the State of
Michigan, | herewith present my twelfth annual report, as follows:—

ANNUAL MEETING, 1885.

The annual meeting of the society was held in the Central M. E. Church, commencing at 2
o'clock. Wednesday afternoon, June 17.

Officers Present:
President—Francis A. Dewey.

Vice Presidents—J. W. Begole, George H. Greene, F. R. Stebbins, Peter White, O.
Poppleton, B. O. Williams, William T. Mitchell, E. D. Lay, Philo Parsons.

Executive Committee—Henry Fralick, Judge Albert Miller.

Committee of Historians—M. Shoemaker, J. C. Holmes, T. E. Wing, O. C. Comstock, M.
H. Goodrich, Harriet A. Tenney.

Recording Secretary—Harriet A. Tenney.
Corresponding Secretary—George H. Greene.
Treasurer—E. Longyear.

The President, Hon. Francis A. Dewey, took the chair, and the exercises of the afternoon
were opened with reading of the Scriptures and prayer by the Rev. George Taylor, of
Lansing. The audience joined in singing “Old Hundred,” led by the Misses Brown, Miss
Addie Berridge acting as musical director.
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6

The reports of the recording and corresponding secretaries and the treasurer were read
and adopted.

An original poem, written for the occasion by Wm. Lambie, was read by E. Longyear.

A violin solo, “Tannhauser and Marseilles Hymn,” was rendered by Mrs. Ella W. Shank, of
Lansing.

The report of the Committee of Historians was prepared and read by T. E. Wing, and, on
motion of O. Poppleton, was accepted and adopted.

Memorial reports were presented by the Corresponding Secretary, George H. Greene,
and by the Vice Presidents from the following counties:—Allegan county, by Don C.
Henderson; Berrien, by Alexander B. Leeds; Genesee, by J. W. Begole; Ingham, by
George H. Greene; Jackson, by C. R. Taylor; Kalamazoo, by Henry Bishop; Kent, by W.
L. Coffinbury for Robert Hilton; Lenawee, by F. R. Dewey; Marquette, by Peter White;
Montcalm, by Joseph P. Shoemaker; Oakland, by O. Poppleton; Ottawa, by Henry
Pennoyer; Shiawassee, by B. O. Williams; Saginaw, by C. W. Grant; St. Clair, by William
T. Mitchell; Van Buren, by Eaton Branch; Washtenaw, by E. D. Lay; Wayne, by Philo
Parsons.

Memorial notices of the late Judge Hezekiah G. Wells, reported by the special committee,
Messrs. Fralick and Comstock, were read by Dr. Comstock.

Remarks upon the life and labors of Judge Wells were made by W. J. Baxter, Maj. Wyllys
C. Ransom, and Philo Parsons.

A vocal solo, “Memories of Childhood,” was sung by Miss Lizzie Brown.
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The President then appointed the committee to nominate officers for the ensuing year, as
follows: J. C. Holmes, Albert Miller, B. O. Williams, J. W. Begole and T. E. Wing.

John F. Hinman, of Battle Creek, then read a paper entitled, “Early Recollections of Eaton
County.”

Remarks were made by Philo Parsons on the contemplated erection of a statue of

Gov. Lewis Cass in the National Capitol Hall of Statuary. Remarks were made by Major
Ransom, Judge W. T. Mitchell, B. O. Williams and Hon. Geo. Robertson commending the
project.

The following resolution, presented by Judge Mitchell, was adopted:

Resolved , That this society highly commends the project of erecting a statute of Hon.
Lewis Cass as a memorial erected by the people of the State to the perpetuation of his
fame and the honor of the State, and we fully approve of the appropriation made therefor
by the legislature, and we honor Hon. Philo Parsons for his activity in procuring the same.

The hymn, “Silver Sweet,” was then sung and the society adjourned till 7 o'clock in the
evening.

7
Wednesday Evening

The President called the society to order according to adjournment. The session was
opened by the reading of the 101st Psalm and prayer by Rev. B. Franklin.

A quartette, “Spring Time,” was sung by Mrs. Flora Rarrick, Miss Ella Baker, Messrs. Willis
Bement and L. A. Baker, Miss Emily Barnard playing the accompaniment.

A memoir of John Mullett was read by John H. Forster, of Williamston.
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B. O. Williams stated that Mr. Mullett boarded at his father's house and was sent across
Silver Creek one morning while he was getting out from the quarry an immense pair of mill
stones, the first that were ever used in Oakland County.

Mr. O. Poppleton arose to make an explanation in regard to an item or statement in Mr.
Hinman's paper in regard to the naming of the town of Battle Creek, and read a letter of
John Mullett's to Gen. Cass, in regard to the matter, that was published in volume six

of Pioneer Collections. Mr. Hinman stated that he related the circumstances just as he
received the same from Mr. Mullett many years ago, as near as he could remember them.

A vocal solo, “Let Me Dream Again,” was sung by Mrs. Homer Thayer.

A paper on “The Iron Region of Lake Superior,” was read by Hon. Peter White, of
Marquette.

A solo, “Who Will Buy My Flowers?” was sung by Miss Flora Rarrick.

The story of the “Indian Chief Tonguish,” by M. D. Osband, was read by his son, Charles
H. Osband.

The evening session was closed with the singing of the hymn, “All Hail, the Power of
Jesus' Name.”

Thursday Morning

The Society met at 9 o'clock, the President in the chair. Rev. J. S. Valentine opened the
exercises with the reading of a portion of Scripture from St. Matthew and prayer. The
hymn, “Brightest and Best,” was then sung by the audience.
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T. E. Wing introduced Mr. E. H. Custer, of Monroe, father of Gen. Custer. Mr. Custer was
eighty years old. He expressed his thanks to the society for the courtesy shown to him by
the members, and related some of his early experiences in Michigan.

“Reminiscences of Her Early Life in Michigan” was read by Mrs. Richard Dye, of lonia.

“The Pioneers and Early Ministers of Washtenaw County,” by Rev. Lorenzo Davis, was
read by Dr. O. C. Comstock.

8

T. E. Wing stated that he knew that the first church organized in Michigan, outside of
Detroit, was in Monroe, instead of in Washtenaw county.

A duet, “Fantastic Waltzes,” was rendered by Edna Dayton on the violin and May Sipley on
the organ.

An historical paper by E. S. Williams of Flint, entitled “Michigan as it Was Seventy Years
Ago, or the Williams Family in Michigan,” was read by M. Shoemaker.

On motion of Dr. Comstock the following was adopted:

Resolved , That E. S. Williams, in the presentation of his exceedingly interesting and
valuable historical papers to this society, receive our sincere thanks, and that he be
requested to further extend it as intimated by him.

The song, “Give Me the Wings of Faith,” was sung by Lena Berridge.
The President called for five minute speeches.

T. E. Wing responded, and after stating that he was born in Detroit, related the scene of
the last case of capital punishment in Michigan, that occurred in Detroit when Mr. Wing
was eleven years of age. J. C. Holmes also made a few remarks about the case.
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Mrs. Mary E. Foster, of Ann Arbor, being called upon, made some very eloquent remarks.
Ex-Gov. Begole also gave a short talk.

A paper by A. L. Williams of Owosso, relative to the removal of the Capitol from Detroit,
was read by Mr. Fralick.

“Pleyel's Hymn” was then sung, and the Society adjourned.
Thursday Afternoon

The society met according to adjournment, the President in the chair. The 23rd Psalm
was read, and prayer was offered by Rev. B. Franklin, and “America” was sung by the
audience.

A continuation of his “Sketches of the Early Settlement of the Copper Region of Lake
Superior,” was read by John H. Forster.

The report of the committee on the nomination of officers for 1885 was made as follows:—
President—Henry Fralick.

Recording Secretary—Harriet A. Tenney.

Corresponding Secretary—Geo. H. Greene.

Treasurer—E. Longyear.

Executive Committee—John C. Holmes, Chairman; Albert Miller and F. A. Dewey.

Committee of Historians—Michael Shoemaker, Chairman; Talcott E. Wing, Witter J.
Baxter, Dr. O. C. Comstock, M. H. Goodrich, and Mrs. Harriet A. Tenney, Secretary.

Vice Presidents—The same as for 1884.
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The report, on motion of Dr. Comstock, was adopted.
A piece of music was then rendered by the Reform School Orchestra.

On motion of J. C. Holmes a vote of thanks was tendered to the orchestra for their fine
music.

A memoir of Father Winter and family was read by C. B. Stebbins, of Lansing.
A solo, “Home, Sweet Home,” was sung by Miss Ella Baker.

The following telegram was receive from an old pioneer.

Detroit, Mich ., June 17, 1885.

To the Michigan State Pioneer Society:

A veteran of eighty-one years, and fifty-six years a pioneer, sends hearty greeting to his
fellows now in the enjoyment of their eleventh reunion. May they yet see many repetitions.
Temporary indisposition only prevents his participation and his presence to partake in

the exercises of the occasion. God bless and preserve you is the benediction of Henry
Raymond .

“Shadowy Reminiscences of 1847; or Farewell to the Old State Capitol at Detroit,” by Enos
Goodrich, was read by W. J. Baxter.

Five members of the legislature of 1847, Henry Fralick, E. D. Lay, J. Kilbourne, Albert
Miller, and H. B. Lathrop, being present, were called to the platform and on motion of W. J.
Baxter, three cheers were given to the said members.

“Reminiscences of the Early History of Ridgeway, Lenawee County,” by O. Lamb, was
read by F. A. Dewey.

Historical collections. Collections and researches made by the Michigan pioneer and historical society ... Reprinted by authority of the
Board of state auditors. Volume 9 http://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbum.5298b



Library of Congress

Remarks were made on the removal of the Capitol from Detroit to Lansing, by Isaac N.
Bush, H. Fralick and O. C. Comstock.

“Blest be the Tie” was sung by the audience, and the society adjourned.

Thursday Evening

The society met according to adjournment, the President, Mr. Dewey, in the chair.
Prayer was offered by Rev. H. M. Joy; he also, by request, sang “Beautiful Hands.”

An anthem was then sung by the quartette, Misses Eva Turner and Lizzie Haines, Messrs.
C. O. Pratt and E. Esselstyn.

“Detroit, One Hundred Years Ago” was read by Silas Farmer, of Detroit.

Solo and chorus, “The Star Spangled Banner,” was rendered by Mrs. R. B. De Viney and
audience.

A paper on “The Probate Judges of Lenawee County,” by Hon. Norman Geddes of Adrian,
was read by Dr. O. C. Comstock.

A song, “What Joy,” was rendered by the quartette, Misses Turner and Haines, and
Messrs. Pratt and Esselstyn. 2

10

“Reminiscences of Hon L. B. Price,” by Mrs. Frank Hagerman, his daughter, was read by
Mrs. Harriet A. Tenney.

Impromptu speeches being called for Messrs. W. J. Baxter, O. Poppleton, T. E. Wing, J.
C. Holmes, Wyllys C. Ransom, Isaac N. Bush, Rev. Alfred Cornell, Jr., J. H. Forster, and
others responded. Many amusing anecdotes were related of “Salt Williams.”
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The following resolutions, offered by Dr. O. C. Comstock, were adopted:

Resolved , That the thanks of this society be tendered to the ladies of Lansing who
have decorated the church with such a profusion of beautiful flowers, and for the many
courtesies that have made our meetings successful and pleasant.

Resolved , That the music, both vocal and instrumental, has contributed largely to the
enjoyment of our meetings, and the secretary is hereby asked to communicate this
sentiment to the performers with the thanks of the Michigan State Pioneer Society.

The exercises of the meetings were closed with the singing of “Auld Lang Syne” by the
audience, and the benediction by Dr. Wm. H. Haze.

MEMBERSHIP

There are now six hundred and thirty-three names upon the membership book of the
society. Since the last annual meeting twelve names have been added to the membership,
as follows:—Jay A. Hubbell, Isaac Bush, Robert Hayward, John F. Hinman, Sullivan R.
Kelsey, Richard Dye, Mrs. Polly Dye, J. H. Kilbourne, Ebenezer Walker, James L. Thorn,
Mrs. N. S. King, and Joseph Bushy.

DONATIONS

Some very valuable donations have been made to the society during the past year. They
are fully entered upon the record book. The list of these donations is as follows:

Buffalo Historical Society : Annual Report of Managers for 1886.

Chicago Historical Society : Three Pamphlets: Samuel DeChamplain. Constitution and By-
Laws of Chicago Historical Society. In Memoriam: John S. Wright.
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Wm. H. Cross , Centreville: Two copies “Centreville Times,” Jan. 2, 1886, containing
Pioneer Articles and Chronology of 1885.

Charles W. Darling , Utica, N. Y.: One Pamphlet: Anthropophagy, Historic and Pre-historic.

D. W. C. Edgerton , Chillicothe, Mo.: One copy “Kansas City Sunday Journal,” Dec. 27,
1885, containing article on Unclaimed Estates in England.

Silas Farmer , Detroit: One copy “Magazine of Western History,” Vol. lll, No. 3, containing
article by Silas Farmer, “Detroit During Revolutionary Days.”

J. C. Holmes , Detroit: One copy “Lynn Transcript,” Oct. 16, 1885, containing account

of Seventy-third Anniversary of Lynn Light Infantry. Program of Exercise at Memorial
Presbyterian Church, Feb. 20, 1883. One Pamphlet: Memorial to Rev. James Ballard. One
pamphlet: Annual Report of Trustees of EImwood Cemetery.

11

O. A. Jenison , Lansing: First issue of State Republican, Jan. 1, 1886. Large poster of
Twentieth Annual Fair of Michigan Agricultural Society, 1885. Metal sign, taken from the
office of “N. Osborne & Co.,” contractors for building Michigan State Capitol.

Kansas State Historical Society : Two copies “Daily Commonwealth,” Topeka, Kansas,
Jan. 30, 1886, containing account of Celebration of Twenty-fifth Anniversary of Admission
in the Union, and the annual meeting of Kansas Historical Society.

A. C. McClurg & Co., Chicago: Memoir of Edwin Channing Larned.
Philadelphia Library Co.: Bulletin for 1886.

C. D. Randall , Coldwater: One copy Coldwater Semi-weekly Republican, Sept. 29, 1885,
containing account of Dedication of State School Chapel; Memorial of Judge Upson, and
Notice of Mr. Randall's Appointment to Membership in “Society of Agricultural Colonies
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and Industrial Asylums of Poland.” One copy ditto, Feb. 19, 1886, containing Letter from
Hon. E. B. Pond. One copy ditto, June 1, 1886, containing History of Coldwater.

F. H. Revell , Chicago: Five copies “American Antiquarian,” Vol. VII., Nos. 5 and 6; Vol.
VIIl., Nos. 1, 2 and 3.

Col. M. Shoemaker , Jackson: Detroit Free Press, Dec. 7, containing account of Fiftieth
Anniversary of Mr. and Mrs. John Burt's Wedding. Two copies of Detroit Gazette, July 25,
1817.

Mrs. Mary C. Spencer , Lansing: One Pamphlet: Memorial Sermon for Rev. John A.
Wilson, D. D.

C. B. Stebbins , Lansing: One copy of “The Beacon,” Aug. 27, 1885.

Unknown : One pamphlet Annual Report of Governor of North Western Branch of National
Home for Disabled Volunteers, 1885. Three copies “Detroit Free Press,” Sept. 20, 1885,
containing account of its Fiftieth Anniversary. One copy “Coldwater Republican,” July 20,
1879, containing History of Coldwater Journalism. One copy “Berrien County Journal,”
July 11, 1885, containing Reminiscences of Mr. Levi Godfrey. One copy “Grand Rapids
Morning Telegram,” Jan. 19, 1886, containing Notice of Meeting of Michigan State
Pioneer Society in connection with Legislative Reunion, 1886. Catalogue of Historical and
Biographical Works of Mr. Henry Stevens, of Vermont.

United States Department of the Interior , Washington: House and Senate Journal, Second
Session, Forty-eighth Congress, 1884-85, 2 vols.

George H. White , Grand Rapids: Memorial of Grand Rapids Valley.

Abel Whitney , Adrian: One pamphlet, Surnames and Coats of Arms of the Williamses.
History and Biographical Record of Lenawee county, Michigan, 2 vols. Genealogy of
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the Whitney Family of Connecticut, 3 vols. Incidents of Early Settlements of Bean Creek
Valley, Michigan.

A larger number of valuable manuscript historical papers than usual have been collected
by the society, and will soon be published in volumes eight and nine.

This society has overcome many obstacles since its organization, and it would seem

that a few more years of the systematic, persevering work commenced by the executive
committee and rite committe of historians will give the State Pioneer Society of Michigan a
recognition equal to that of any other Historical Society in the United States.

12

We do not hesitate to declare it a great honor to be identified in promoting the welfare of
such a society.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

HARRIET A. TENNEY, Recording Secretary .

REPORT OF THE CORRESPONDING SECRETARY

Lansing, Mich ., June 8, 1886.

To the Officers and Members of the Pioneer Society of the State of Michigan:

The time has again arrived when, according to custom, it becomes my duty to make a
report of the correspondence, which, though not large, is gradually increasing from year
to year as our society becomes more widely known. The letters and communications
received during the year are herewith submitted, all filed in the order of their reception;
on the back of each is the name and postoffice address of the writer, also the date it was
answered, if an answer was necessary.
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At the close of our last annual meeting | forwarded a copy of the Lansing Republican
containing the proceedings of the meeting to all the officers of the society, including

the Vice Presidents; and a little later | sent a postal card to each of the Vice President's
notifying them of their election and their duties, and again about a month before this
meeting | sent them a further notice requesting them to furnish a memorial report for their
county of all pioneers who had died during the year; quite a number have sent such a
report, which will be presented at the proper time, and others no doubt are here to make
their reports in person.

Notices of this meeting were promptly forwarded to each member.

Death has claimed a greater number of our members within the past year than in any
previous year. Those who have passed away, so far as | have been able to ascertain, are
nineteen in number, and are as follows:—

Chas. A. Lull, Bridgeport, died July 11, 1885.

Robert Hilton, Grand Rapids, died July 14, 1885, at Grand Rapids.
Theodore Romeyn, Detroit, died July 22, 1885, at Detroit.

Charles Upson, Coldwater, died September 6, 1885,

George W. Fish, Flint, died September 19, 1885.

Jacob H. Hicks, Ann Arbor, died September 21, 1885, at Jackson.
13
Henry H. North, Delhi, died October 30, 1885, at Delhi.14

Stephen Hill, Watertown, died November 5, 1885, Watertown.
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A. L. Williams, Owosso, died January 5, 1886.

Richard Dye, lonia, died January 28, 1886, at lonia.

E. H. Thompson, Flint, died February 2, 1886.

George C. Bates, Leadville, Col., died February 11, 1886, at Denver.
Alonzo C. Davis, Detroit, died February 20, 1886, at Detroit.

Henry Pennoyer, Nunica, died April 25, 1886.

Eugene Laible, Detroit, died April 27, 1886, at Detroit.

Joseph Gonior, Monroe, died May 5, 1886, at Monroe.

Mrs. Fanny L. Avery, Grand Rapids, died May 8, 1886, at Grand Rapids.
William Besley, St. Johns, died May 10, 1886.

Philo H. Budlong, Harbor Springs, died May 26, 1886, at Harbor Springs.

Also deaths of the following named members which have not been mentioned in my
former reports, have come to my notice within the past year:

Henry Packer, Jonesville, died November 19, 1881, at Jonesville.
W. N. Wilder, Marshall, died August 14, 1882, at Cedar Rapids, lowa.
Joseph Wood, St. Johns, died June 3, 1883, at St. Johns.

George C. Monroe, Jonesville, died August 16, 1883, at St. Johns.
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The correspondence of the last year shows a growing interest in the society throughout
the State; those who have known little of us until quite recently are now doing all they
can, apparently, to make up lost time. To verify this fact permit me to make the following
guotations from among many that might be made. Hon. Enos Goodrich, of Washington,
Tuscola county, who furnished us a valuable paper at our last annual meeting, in a recent
letter, says: “I have been looking over Vols. Il, and I, of the Pioneer Collections, and | am
forcibly impressed with the idea that | should have been acting with your organization long
ago, and that | have lost much precious time that can never be recalled.”

Rev. Frank A O'Brien, of Kalamazoo, who will read a paper here this evening, says: “The
object of your society is very praiseworthy. | am in love with it. | regret that | have not more
time at my disposal to rumage the archives of our old churches for their hidden treasures.”

These are gratifying and cheering words to those who have been struggling for these
twelve long years to make the society what it now is.

Let us continue in the course we have marked out, and many others will fall into line.
All of which is respectfully submitted.

GEORGE H. GREENE, Corresponding Secretary .
14
REPORT OF THE TREASURER

Lansing, Mich ., June 8, 1886.
To the State Pioneer Society of Michigan:
Your Treasurer submits the following report:

E. Longyear, Treasurer, in account with the Society from June 15, 1885 to June 7, 1886 .
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RESOURCES

To balance on hand June 15, 1885 $199 42
Receipts for membership fees $29 00
Pioneer Collections, Vols. 1 and 2 10 50
Old Folks' Song Book 2 15

from appropriation, General Fund, of 1884 500 00
Publication Fund of 1883 1,000 00

1884 1,000 00

TOTAL $2,542 06

$2,741 48

DISBURSEMENTS.

Paid from General Fund:

for expenses Executive Committee $95 50
Annual Meeting, 1885 79 30

Postage 27 50

Filing and Recording Papers 24 99

$227 29
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Paid from Publication Fund:

for expenses Committee of Historians 464 10
translating and copying 651 83

State Printers 432 34

Printing paper 292 32

Heliotypes 37 20

Reading proof on Vol. 7 100 00
$1,977 79

Total disbursements $2,205 08
Balance on hand June 7, 1886 536 40
$2,741 48

All of which is respectfully submitted.

E. LONGYEAR, Treasurer .
15
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF HISTORIANS

Lansing, Mich ., June 8, 1886.

To the Michigan Pioneer and Historical Society:
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The Committee of Historians would respectfully report that the proceedings of the
committee in the past year have been productive of results of great interest. Volume 6

of Pioneer Collections which was in the hands of the State Printers at the time of our

last annual meeting, was completed by them in July, and was then ready for delivery to
members of the society and other purchasers. It contains 571 pages. The material for
Volume 7 was given to the printers immediately after the receipt of Volume 6, and it affords
us great satisfaction to be able at this annual meeting to place it in the hands of those who
feel an interest in the work of the society. There are in this volume 709 pages.

Volume 6 contains the proceedings of the annual meeting of 1883, many valuable papers
read at that meeting, and others collected by the committees, also the proceedings of
county societies. One hundred and sixty-six pages are devoted to papers of a general
nature, and 405 to history of counties, papers of a local interest, and memorial reports.

In Volume 7 will be found the proceedings of the annual meeting of 1884, and other matter
of historical importance relating to the general history of the State, occupying 151 pages,
papers relating to the Upper Peninsula covering 76 pages, also most interesting sketches
of the early history of Saginaw Valley by Judge Albert Miller, Ephraim S. Williams, and
others; these occupy 78 pages. The remaining space is taken up with the reports of
counties, memorial reports, the index of names, general index, and index of volumes one
to six inclusive.

By the liberal provisions of the law, the seven volumes now published, or the nine volumes
that will be ready for delivery by the first of January next, can be purchased for seventy-
five cents per volume. Each volume contains between six and seven hundred pages, and
the price at which they can be purchased is but a small part of the actual cost of each
volume. These books are also furnished free of cost to every public library in the State,
making application for them. They will be found to be a necessity in every library claiming
to have on its shelves an authentic history of the State of Michigan.
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Volume 7 will be of particular service and value to the members of the society, and all
others having full sets of “Pioneer Collections,” as it has 16 a general index to volumes
one to six inclusive. The committee has made, through the kindness of Messrs. Thorp &
Godfrey, the State Printers, arrangements for the publication of Volumes 8 and 9, so that
the same shall be completed and ready for delivery on or before the first day of January,
1887.

In obtaining original material relating to the history of the State from its first settlement and
occupation by the French, and while under the government of France and Great Britain,
down to and including the territorial government to the admission of Michigan as one of
the States of the union, the committee have been remarkably successful. Members of the
committee obtained temporary possession of the papers and documents of the old State
Historical Society which had an organization in Detroit many years since.

Most of these manuscripts are of inestimable value as giving original matter in connection
with all these periods, and without which a correct history of the times could not be written,
or would be wanting in the details of most important transactions. Volumes 8 and 9 will

be of especial interest to every citizen of Michigan, as they will be composed, to a very
considerable extent, of matter copied from these papers. This work is being continued,
and the committee will endeavor to secure all the material that is of greatest value in this
collection.

The committee is now engaged in a work, the importance of which cannot be over
estimated. At a meeting of the joint committees of the Executive Committee and
Committee of Historians, held May 18, the following resolution was adopted:

Resolved , That the Committee of Historians be, and it is hereby authorized to take such
measures, and employ such persons as it may find necessary, to procure original matter
connected with the history of Michigan, either in Canada, Wisconsin, or elsewhere; the
cost of the same not to exceed one thousand dollars.
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We know that both in Ottawa, Canada, and Madison, Wisconsin, there are papers of the
greatest importance relating to the early history of Michigan, and absolutely necessary for
a correct knowledge of many of the most important transactions while under French and
British dominion. Copies of these documents the committee has already taken steps to
procure, and will be able at the next annual meeting to report more particularly the result of
its labors in this direction.

The gratuitous work that the Society has accomplished, and is accomplishing, has
resulted, and will result, in securing original material relating to the settlement and history
of the State that would, to a great extent, have been lost beyond recall but for its methods
of procuring from the several counties, both of earlier or later settlement, the personal
narratives of the first to make settlements, or to become residents. This has been done, is
being done, and will continue to be done, in addition to procuring copies of 17 all authentic
documents extant, whether in Canada, Wisconsin, or our own State.

This work has become so important, and is being so thoroughly done, that the committee
feel confident that the legislature of the State will make appropriations that will enable the
society to continue its labors in a manner commensurate with the importance of the work
in which it is engaged.

All of which is respectfully submitted.
MICHAEL SHOEMAKER, Chairman
REPORT OF THE MEMORIAL COMMITTEE
ALLEGAN COUNTY

BY DONALD C. HENDERSON

James W. Kent, died January 26, 1885, aged 70 years.
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Zenas L. Griswold, died January 29, 1885; aged 70 years.
Mrs. Julia A. Montieth, died February 2, 1885, aged 77 years.
John F. Lasher, died February 6, 1885, aged 53 years.

Mrs. Sally Drew, died June 15, 1885, aged 85 years.

Mrs. Catharine A. Town, died June 15, 1885, aged 79 years.
Orsamus Eaton, died August 27, 1885, aged 75 years.
Benjamin Plummer, died August 28, 1885, aged 84 years.
Alford Whitcomb, died September 15, 1885, aged 77 years.
Mrs. Esther Atkins, died November 18, 1885, aged 66 years.
Mrs. Almira Proutey, died January 18, 1886, aged 75 years.
BENJAMIN PLUMMER

Benjamin Plummer, one of the pioneers of Allegan county, who came to Saugatuck fifty-
two years ago, died at Plummerville, in Ganges, August 28, aged eighty-four years. A wife
and a number of children survive this venerable man, whose residence in our county is
coincident with its first settlement by the white man.

A funeral discourse in memory of the deceased was delivered by Rev. Mr. Johnson, of
South Haven, in the presence of a large assemblage of mourning 3 18 friends, who were
cognizant for years of the many benevolent deeds of this good man. His pall bearers were
selected from his fellow pioneers, who universally regret Mr. Plummer's death.

BERRIEN COUNTY
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BY ALEXANDER B. LEEDS

Mrs. Mary Mack, died June 6, 1885, Berrien, aged 85 years.

Orrin D. Snow, died June 8, 1885, Berrien, aged 83 years.

Dr. M. Holland, died June 11, 1885, St. Joseph, aged 70 years.

Mrs. O. Eldred, died June 20, 1885, Benton, aged 70 years.

William Zillman, died June 29, 1885, Benton, aged 63 years.

James Hannah, died August 4, 1885, Coloma, aged 66 years.

—Andrew, died August 8, 1885, Pipestone, aged 70 years.

George H. Jerome, died August 15, 1885, Niles, aged 66 years.

Ralph Grow, died August 20, 1885, Benton Harbor, aged 71 years.

A. C. Carmichael, died August —, 1885, Benton Harbor, aged 62 years.
Elijah H. Beardsley, died September 7, 1885, Buchanan, aged 78 years.
Sarah A. Morris, died September 7, 1885, Buchanan, aged 66 years.
William Ferguson, died September 10, 1885, Benton Harbor, aged 80 years.
Reuben Richardson, died September 26, 1885, Berrien Springs, aged 60 years.
John Storick, died October 7, 1885, Berrien Springs, aged 87 years.

Jane Lewen, died October 21, 1885, New Troy, aged 73 years.
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Adna Hinman, died October 25, 1885, Bridgman, aged 80 years.
James A. Hess, died October 25, 1885, Berrien Springs, aged 65 years.
John A. Van Riper, died October 25, 1885, Buchanan, aged 75 years.
Andrew C. Day, died November 1, 1885, Buchanan, aged 80 years.
Alvin Chapman, died November 6, 1885, Niles, aged 82 years.
Charles Cowles, died November 8, 1885, Buchanan, aged 81 years.
Isabella Mayhew, died November 9, 1885, Sodus, aged 80 years.
Eliza Babcock, died November 27, 1885, Niles, aged 62 years.
Harriet Fuller, died December 1, 1885, Niles, aged 71 years.

Betsy Nye, died December 13, 1885, New Troy, aged 73 years.
William Cochran, died January 7, 1886, Niles, aged 83 years.

H. H. Hubbard, died January 12, 1886, Bainbridge, aged 72 years.

Thomas Bayes, died January 17, 1886, Stevensville, aged 87 years.
19
Charles T. Hamlin, died January 17, 1886, Benton Harbor, aged 63 years.

Elias Devoe, died January 30, 1886, Lincoln, aged 63 years.
Jane Van Hoosen, died February 5, 1886, Coloma, aged 81 years.

Philo Sanford, died February 12, 1886, Niles, aged 88 years.
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Lucy Fitzgerald, died February 13, 1886, Niles, aged 72 years.

David B. Crane, died February 20, 1886, St. Joseph, aged 63 years.
Barnet Rynearson, died February 20, 1886, St. Joseph, aged 89 years.
William Garrison, died February 23, 1886, Sodus, aged 75 years.
Newton K. Hyde, died March 10, 1886, Royalton, aged 79 years.
Mary A. Tabor, died March 4, 1886, Three Oaks, aged 60 years.
Henry Rounds, died March 13, 1886, Niles, aged 90 years.

Henry Rush, died March 17, 1886, Berrien Springs, aged 86 years.
Phoebe Staton, died March 26, 1886, Niles, aged 76 years.

Caleb Rockey, died March 31, 1886, Royalton, aged 83 years.
Cornelius Stanley, died April 1, 1886, Coloma, aged 75 years.
Elizabeth Henney, died April 4, 1886, Berrien Springs, aged 66 years.
Mary Murphy, died April 2, 1886, Berrien, aged 77 years.

Mary Olives, died April 7, 1886, Buchanan, aged 86 years.

Mrs. Rufus Tuttle, died April 9, 1886, Coloma, aged 80 years.

Menton F. Allen, died April 10, 1886, Buchanan, aged 76 years.

Stephen Busbee, died April 12, 1886, Benton Harbor, aged 63 years.
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James Barnum, died April 17, 1886, Niles, aged 65 years.

Mrs. Zimmerlee, died April 26, 1886, Lake, aged 78 years.

Nancy Reddick, died April 27, 1886, Niles, aged 83 years.

Thomas C. Bradley, died May 4, 1886, Three Oaks, aged 67 years.
James Hastings, died May 8, 1886, Berrien Springs, aged 83 years.
Nutter M. Holston, died May 11, 1886, Niles, aged 71 years.

A. R. Gould, died May 19, 1886, St. Joseph, aged 79 years.

Mrs. George H. Fogle, died May 24, 1886, Royalton, aged 70 years.
BRANCH COUNTY

BY C. D. RANDALL

ROLAND ROOT

The funeral of the late Hon. Roland Root was attended yesterday at his late residence by
a large number of family friends, pioneers, members of the G. A. R., and his old Battery
comrades. All the members of his own family, 20 including his seven grandchildren, were
present, except Captain S. A. Johnson, who was detained in Washington, and Mr. and
Mrs. W. S. Fielding, who are in California. Rev. W. T. Lowrey officiated, using the beautiful
burial service of the Episcopal Church and delivering some very appropriate remarks. The
music of the male quartet was touchingly effective. The numerous floral offerings of kind
friends were exceedingly beautiful, A sheaf of wheat adorned the casket which was borne
by Albert Chandler, Harvey Warner, L. D. Halstead, Hon. C. D. Randall, Edwin R. Clarke,
Hon. Charles Upson, David B. Purinton and William S. Gilbert. The one old friend and
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neighbor now rests in one of the loveliest spots in Oak Grove, overlooking the place where
he first located fifty years ago. We append a short sketch of his life:

Mr. Root was born in Onondago county, N. Y., on Christmas day, 1813, and died at his
residence in this city, August 11, 1885. To the pain and suffering of a long illness was
added, for many months, the calamity of total blindness, all of which he endured with
touching patience and resignation. Mr. Root's education was obtained by attending the
winter terms of a district school until he was sixteen years of age. By working on a farm,
teaching school, and a fishing voyage to the banks of New Foundland, he managed

in two years afterward to save money enough to purchase eighty acres of wild land in
Michigan. Starting for the west he was pursuaded by his brother, Hon. J. M. Root, (then
a successful lawyer and later one of the little band of original Abolitionists in Congress)
to accept a position as clerk for Judge Baker, a wealthy merchant of Norwalk, Ohio. He
remained there for two or three years, during which time his employer bought the property
now owned by the Kerr Bros., and also many acres of land in what was then known as
Masonville. The young clerk was sent here to examine the property and report upon its
adaptability either for milling purposes or for general merchandising. He made the trip

in four weeks on horseback, and his report was a favorable one, he was entrusted with
$1,600 worth of goods — a large stock in those days — with which to open a store. This
he did in the early fall of 1835, putting up a building 16x26 feet in size near where the Kerr
mill now stands. After a year there he removed to a better location near Mr. Nettleton's
present place of business, and soon found himself able to start in trade upon his own
account. Merchandising in pioneer days was very hazardous. Goods were sold on credit,
farm produce from the whites and furs from the Indians taken in payment, and these

in turn sold to pay the debts of the merchant. But Mr. Root was careful, prudent and
energetic and was for a long time the leading merchant of Branch county.

After some years he turned his attention to flour milling, and built and 21 successfully
operated one of the largest mills in the State. This in the end proved disastrous. His mill
being totally destroyed by fire, with characteristic energy, he built another on a larger
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scale. The drain upon his capital consequent upon this, the opening of railroads to the
north and south of his location, impairing his source of supplies, and the locking up of his
entire flour product one winter, owing to the early freezing of the Erie Canal, financially
ruined him. He never recovered his losses pecuniarily, but in spite of these he gave a
good education and all reasonable advantages to a large family of children. In 1849 he
represented this county in the legislature, was re-elected in 1850, and has since been
chosen many times by his fellow citizens of this city and county for public positions of
honor and responsibility.

At the first call of President Lincoln for troops in 1861, Mr. Root—then forty-seven years of
age—enlisted as a private in the Coldwater Light Artillery—afterward known as the Loomis
Battery—was commissioned 2d lieutenant May 28, 1861, and 1st lieutenant October 6, of

the same year. Exposure and hardship brought on rheumatism and other diseases (which

finally caused his death) and he reluctantly resigned, November 17, 1862.

He married Harriet Chapin, of Canandaigua, New York, May 9, 1837. Losing his first wife
and their only child he married Irene Alden, of Coldwater, January 14, 1841. His wife and
eight children survive him.

The above details outline a hard-working, eventful life. It is not necessary to dwell upon
or to write an extended analysis of his character. The people of this section of the State,
in which he has lived and borne his part in public and in private life, in so many different
capacities, for half a century, knew him well. A man of decided opinions always freely
expressed, and energetically acted upon, it goes without saying that he sometimes
aroused and encountered bitter antagonism. But there was no concealment in his nature.
His opposition to men, or measures, was of the open, above-board kind which manly
men respect, and doubtless all feelings of unkindness towards him have been long since
forgotten. He harbored none such.
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Having made his peace with God, he died with only loving, charitable thoughts towards his
fellow men. A faithful friend, his pioneer associates will recollect how freely in the old days
he gave of what he had to those who had not; and there are many younger in years, who
will remember his generous aid and sympathy in times of necessity and trouble. That he
was a good citizen the public trusts repeatedly conferred upon him prove. That he was a
good soldier the army records show. That he had the respect and love of his comrades let
the tender devotion with which they bore him, blind and helpless, to their reunions testify.

22

Roland Root lived an honest, honorable life. He did his duty to his friends, his neighbors,
his family, and his country.—Coldwater Republican , Aug. 14, 1885.

HON. CHARLES UPSON

Early Saturday evening, September 5, 1885, this community was startled by the sudden
and unexpected announcement that Judge Upson was dead. The news spread quickly
and rested like a nightmare over the city, causing many sad and heavy hearts. He was a
man who seldom complained, but for a week or more had been indisposed, and was so
il on Monday that a physician was called, but on Tuesday he was better and around as
usual. His condition, however, gave his family anxiety. His brother Edwin and wife from
Milwankee had been visiting with him, and Mr. Upson had taken great pleasure in their
company. They returned last week Wednesday. After his dinner on Saturday he lay down
on a couch, which was an unusual thing for him to do, and his wife asked him if he was
sick. He replied that he felt tired and his back pained him. After a short time he went to his
office and transacted business at the bank, and in the afternoon went to the postoffice.
Those who met him remember now that he was looking pale and was unusually quiet. He
and his wife expected to spend the evening with their daughter, Mrs. Morris G. Clarke,
and after taking tea with the family be went into the sitting-room and took a seat near the
register as if to warm himself. Soon after he lay down upon the couch. Seeing him lie
there his wife asked him if he thought he would be able to go out. He said he would be
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up after a while, and as she wanted to call on Mrs. Allen she better do so, and go from
there with her daughter, Mrs. Pratt, to Mrs. Clarke's. Soon after she left he went out to the
street and bought a melon of Mr. Harpham. Returning with it to the dinning-room he asked
the girl for some sherry wine, saying he felt badly. Not finding it he returned to the sitting-
room, and while standing near the register, throwing his arms and shoulders back as if

to expand his chest, he fell backwards and expired. His wife had barely time to reach Mr.
Pratt's when she was summoned by telephone to come home. Charles Champion and
Will Upham, nephews of Mr. Upson, who were upstairs, were summoned, and Mrs. Scovill
and Mrs. Hale, near neighbors, were called, Mrs. Scovill arriving in time to see him gasp
twice, when all was over. An autospy was held the following day by Drs. Wurtz, Powers,
and Clizbe, which revealed the rupture of a large vein within the pericardium or heart sac.
The pericardium was found full to distension with blood which had coagulated; the other
organs of the body were all sound. The funeral services were held at the Episcopal church
on 23 Tuesday afternoon after a short service at the home, Mrs. Upson's aged mother,
who was a member of the family, being unable to go to the church; and notwithstanding
the unpleasant weather a large concourse assembled to pay their last tribute of respect to
their neighbor and friend.

Mr. Upson's brother, of Milwaukee, who had just returned home from a delightful visit with
his brother, was present, and a nephew and his wife from Cincinnati. The members of the
Bar Association, the Mayor and Common Council, the School Board and the teachers in
the schools attended the funeral in a body, the members of the Bar wearing badges of
mourning. The following gentlemen from abroad were also present: Judge R. R. Pealer,
of Three Rivers; Hon. Witter J. Baxter, of Jonesville; Hon. Cyrus G. Luce, of Gilead;
Congressman O'Donnell, of Jackson; and ex-Judge Shipman and ex-Congressman
McGowan, of Washington, D. C. Many letters and telegrams of sympathy and condolence
were received, among them a telegram from Gov. Alger and a letter from Hon. C. V.

R. Pond, regretting their inability to be present at the funeral. The floral offerings were
very beautiful and appropriate. A large cross of roses and lilies stood at the head and a
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sheaf of wheat upon the casket. He was dressed in black, and his features was so natural
and lifelike that he seemed to be asleep. The grave was lined with arbor-vitae, and the
mound of earth converted into a pyramid of plants and flowers. After the burial service the
guartette sang the beautiful chant “Abide with me,” and God's benediction was pronounced
over a good and useful life. Rev. Herbert J. Cook was assisted in the ceremonies by Rev.
H. P. Colin; and the male quartette sang several beautiful selections.

After the singing of the 443d hymn by the male quartette, the rector delivered the following
address, closing with expressions of condolence and sympathy, which were spoken
without notes:

When the Apostle answers his own question: “What is your life? "It is even a vapor that
appeareth for a little time and then vanishes away," he utters a profound truth. But it is
truth spoken in poetic figure. The query is still unanswered, and the problem unsolved. We
catch a glimpse of some beautiful landscape,—perhaps a cloud-shadowed valley where

a noble river sweeps past overhanging mountains on to the open sea. Definition is lost in
the rising mists, and the sunlit peaks appearing to the imagination, the riddle is forgotton.
We have caught an idea, however,—appearing for a little time, then vanishing away. Is not
this the epitaph of earth's silent and sleeping millions? It is the same for monarchs and for
peasants; for the wise and the ignorant; for the old man who carries his burden until it rolls
off at the hundredth mile-post, and for the infant who died yesterday. The child's life we
know was short, and the lament of the patriarch is pitched in a minor key—"Few and evil
have been the days of the years of my life.”

And yet, dear friends, we forget,—strange beings that we are,—we forget about this. We
build houses and call the lands after our own names. Though consciously mortal, we act
as if we were to stay here forever. It is the paradox of human life—our familiarity with
death and our disposition to ignore it. See that splendid piece of machinery. It seems to be
perfect. It obeys the master's touch like a thing of life. But a slight disturbance of parts, the
loosening of a single screw, will stop its working and render it for a time simply worthless.
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The chronometer in your hand will mark the seconds with almost the sun's exactness, but
a broken 24 wheel or a bit of dirt will make it incorrect or absolutely of no use or value.
Infinitely more wonderful are the countless living organisms of the earth, and especially
the human body. Here is mechanism that works in silence and with perfect exactness.

No human eye, though itself a marvel, has yet discovered the secret springs by which it
moves. No philosopher has yet fathomed the mystery of life, or satisfactorily answered
the apostle's question. We are familiar with the attempts at scientific definition, while the
definitions themselves need to be defined. But the old facts thrust themselves upon us,
and philosophy has no word of comfort for breaking hearts. Science is dumb by the open
grave. “Appearing for a little time then vanishing away,” is all the answer that comes from
this source. It is only when we turn to revelation, and the beginning and end of life, that
we get a clear and definite response to what we most wish to know. The poetic question
and answer referred to is not the Bible's last word for us. Immortality and eternal life in
the Son of God is the glorious reply that falls soothingly upon faith's listening ear. The
dust may and must return unto the dust, but the spirit returns to God who gave it. The
curious mechanism of the body may crumble into fragments, piece by piece, during the
slow process of years—always slow to the invalid, who is hardly ever permitted to forget
the presence of pain; or the breaking down may be sudden, all in an instant, and from an
unexpected cause. And so to us life appears a vapor when we allow ourselves to think
seriously, while in reality our true life is more enduring and changeless than adamant. The
life that is “hid with Christ in God” is forever safe, and no warning of slow disease lifting up
the pale finger of admonition, and no shock or alarm of sudden dissolution can ever reach
it, for tempest cannot shake, and winds cannot move the eternal Rock of Ages.

Though we all do fade as a leaf, He is “the same yesterday, to-day, and forever,” and He
is able to keep what we have given into His care. The creature may fail, but the Creator
endures. Our earthly house of this tabernacle may be dissolved, but ours is the fault if we
have not the title to an house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens, whose maker
and builder is God.
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These thoughts of the slender hold we have upon this earthly life have been suggested

by the sudden and common bereavement that brings us all here to-day as mourners. A
most unexpected death has closed a life of singular private virtues and of eminent public
services. It seems fitting, though there is little need that some one should voice the general
sorrow and give expression to the universal esteem, on such an occasion. Allow me, then,
to speak briefly of public life in general, and then of the distinguished services of our friend
and neighbor.

The public service, dear friends, is so much involved with party spirit and other perhaps
necessary evils, that we are apt to overlook its absolute necessity and great usefulness.
As a rule your public servant is never thanked. He is criticized, maligned, and in various
ways ill-treated, but thanked, never. The spoils idea has so corrupted men that even the
well-disposed seem to regard pecuniary considerations and public attention sufficient
reward for hard and faithful work. But the machinery of government must go on, and

the future of the country is in the hands of its public servants, and their labors claim

more general recognition than is usually accorded them. Of what use were wars for the
preservation of government if there were no able and patriotic statesmen to represent that
government and to act for the people? Much has been said in eulogy of our army and navy
in the history of our country; and too much cannot be said for their loyalty and patriotism.
But we should not forget the civil officers of those troublous times, and what they did to
help gain the victory and to secure all that was won on land and sea in many hard-fought
battles.

Charles Upson was a member of congress in the trying years from 1863 to 1869. It is alike
honorable to him and to this community that he was twice re-elected. | see here many who
were active in our country's cause during the critical years of that eventful period. Many

of you could bear testimony to the patriotic spirit, the high and unswerving integrity of our
fellow-townsman in those three successive congressional terms. There, as elsewhere, he
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had clear and decided views of right and wrong, and he had the firmness of character to
put his principles to the test of action.

It was so in the legislative halls of our own State, on the bench, in his professional career,
and in many places of public trust. If we could always have such men in public places
there would be less cause for anxiety and more for the highest and best hopes for the
nation and society in general than now appears to be the case. It is for us, friends and
neighbors, to praise the praiseworthy, and, while we mourn our irrevocable loss, to honor
the memory of him to whom all honor is due.

It is no exaggeration to say that the legal profession of this county and State has lost one
of its brightest ornaments, or that our city has been bereaved of her most widely-known
citizen. He had filled so many positions and so well that he brought honor and reputation to
the community which he represented.

25

How much he will be missed from our streets and our social life is beyond my power to
tell. Of good citizens no place can have too many; of eminent citizens every place has
too few. We need them for their counsel and help. We need them for their example. The
young need them for counsel and assistance; the weak, the aged, as well as others more
favored, need them to look up to and to lean upon. They are truly the pillars of the social
fabric, and happy is that society which has many of them. But now, in the providence of
God, we are deprived of just such a counselor, neighbor, friend; and we may well “weep
with those who weep,” as being ourselves also afflicted.

Judge Upson was a man of books, and he had a pure literary taste. The best authors were
his constant companions, his unfailing source of pleasure. He was widely read in the Holy
Scriptures and his religious ideas were clear and positive. He delighted in the plays of
Shakespeare, as noble minds have ever done, while the study of history was the favorite
diversion of his life. His influence in the province of letters in connection with our schools
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and public library was very marked and wholesome, and his example is one that our young
men will do wisely to emulate.

He was a frequent attendant upon the services of the church, though his belief, on some
points, differed from ours. All the principles of integrity, kindness, true manhood and
brotherly love which the Scriptures teach seem to have been the very warp and woof of his
character.

In his own home he was most tender and loving, always thoughtful for the wants of others
rather than his own, and ready to minister to them. | shall not, however, trench upon those
hallowed associations, farther than to say that their remembrance will do much to soften
the bitterness of bereavement as the days go by and the good works of the dead will most
surely follow him.

My dear friends and neighbors, | commend to your thoughts the lessons of a useful and
honorable life. If there were faults in our common friend—and what life is without faults?—
they are covered with the mantle of christian charity. But the life was singularly free from
blemishes, and its whole impression upon an individual or the entire community was the
very opposite. His thorough manhood and his many virtues call upon us both to honor his
memory and to emulate the excellence of his character.

Nor should we forget the admonition of his sudden departure. Like him we inhabit frail
bodies, and we cannot tell the day nor the hour when our summons shall come. Be it ours
so to live the life of each to-day that we may be ready for each to-morrow as it comes. Be
it ours to seek Divine help for the daily struggle, to pray ever to be led on by the kindly light
of the holy Son of God, that death can never surprise us whenever it may come.

“Watch ye, therefore: for ye know not when the master of the house cometh, at even, or at
the cock crowing, or in the morning: Lest coming suddenly He find you sleeping. And what
| say unto you | say unto all, Watch.”
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Charles Upson was born at Southington, Conn., March 19, 1821. He received a common
school education until his thirteenth year, when he attended a select school taught by
Hon. Jesse Olney. For two subsequent winters he attended the academy in his native
town. He then taught for seven winters, during two of which and also one summer he was
in charge of the union school at Farmington, Conn. In the summer of 1842 he attended
the higher academical course at Meriden, Conn. During this interval of seven years his
summers, with the above exceptions, were occupied in assisting his father on his farm. In
the spring of 1844 he commenced the study of law under Judge Lowery, of Southington.
In the fall he entered Yale College Law School, continuing there one year. In the fall of
1845 he removed to Michigan, and taught in the village of Constantine, St. Joseph County,
the following winter. Having continued his law studies, in the summer of 1846 he went

to the village of Centerville and entered the law office of Gurney & Hammond. He taught
the village school the next winter. In January, 1847, he was appointed deputy clerk of

St. Joseph county. In 4 26 the spring, after an examination before the Supreme Court at
Kalamazoo, he was admitted to the bar. He served two years as deputy clerk, being at
the same time engaged in the practice of law. Having been elected county clerk in 1848,
he served in that capacity for two years. In 1852 he was elected prosecuting attorney

and held that office until November, 1854, when he was elected State senator. In the
summer of 1856 he removed to Coldwater for the practice of his profession. In 1857 he
was appointed one of the board of railroad commissioners, serving four years. In 1860

he was elected attorney general of the State. In 1862 he was elected representative in
congress and was re-elected in 1864 and 1866. In the spring of 1869 he was elected judge
of the Fifteenth Circuit, which office he held until his resignation December 31, 1872. In
1871 he was appointed by Gov. Baldwin one of the two commissioners to examine the
compilation of the laws made that year. In 1873 he was appointed by Gov. Bagley one

of the eighteen commissioners to revise the State constitution and report amendments
thereto. In 1876 he was tendered the position of commissioner of Indian affairs by the late
Senator Chandler, the secretary of the interior, but declined the appointment. In 1880 he
was elected State senator from the Tenth District, consisting of Branch and St. Joseph
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counties. Later he was nominated by the republicans for Supreme Court judge and was
defeated by a very small majority. He was twice mayor of our city, had been alderman,
member of the Library Board, and at the time of his death was a member of the Board of
Education.

In 1850 he was matrried in Leroy, N. Y., to Miss Sophia Upham, who survives him, together
with three children—A. S. Upson, Mrs. J. F. Pratt and Mrs. M. G. Clarke—all residing here.
—Coldwater Courier , Sept. 12, 1885.

CLINTON COUNTY
BY S. S. WALKER

Heman Thomas, of Eagle, Clinton county, died July 10, 1885. He was born in Middlebury,
Ky., in 1810; he moved to Clinton county and settled on the farm, where he has always
lived, in 1834, being one of the first settlers in the county. He was ever a strictly honest,
upright, and temperate man, a true husband, and a kind and indulgent father.

Charles Turner, one of the earliest pioneers of St. Johns, died at his home, July 22, 1885.
He was born in New Jersey in 1801, and when a 27 young man moved to Geneva, N. Y.,
and from there to St. Johns in 1855. He was a member of the Congregational Church, and
an exemplary man.

Mrs. M. V. Brown died September 8, 1885. Her maiden name was Fannie Hewitt, and
she was born in De Witt in 1836, was married in 1853, and moved to St. Johns in 1864.
Mrs. Brown was a faithful member of the Methodist Church, a devoted wife, and a highly
esteemed member of society.

August 23, 1885, Geo A. Britten, of Essex township, committed suicide by shooting
himself. September 6 his father, Jacob Britten, died at the age of seventy-six. September
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7, his brother, Nathaniel Britten, died, aged forty-two. All were pioneers of Essex, having
settled there in 1853, and were among the most respected citizens of that township.

Joab Baker, one of the pioneer lawyers of Clinton county, died at his home in Muskegon,
September 24, aged eighty-six years. He settled in De Witt in 1847. In 1850 he was
elected prosecuting attorney of Clinton county under the new constitution. When the
county seat was removed to St. Johns, in 1857, Mr. Baker settled here; he moved from
here to Grand Haven, and then to Muskegon.

Alonzo Plumstead, one of the pioneer business men of St. Johns, died November 4, 1885,
at his home in that place. Mr. Plumstead was born in Clinton, Dutchess county, N.Y., in
1808. In 1835 he moved to Detroit; in 1836 to Northville, where he was engaged in the
boot and shoe business till 1855, when he moved to St. Johns. For a long time he was one
of the most prominent merchants in that place, and was identified with all the enterprises
for its early development. For several years he was express agent. He was a genial,
intelligent, and honorable citizen, and will be missed by a wide circle of friends.

Stephen Hill, the oldest pioneer of the township of Watertown, and a member of this
society, died at his home the 5th of November. He purchased of the government and
settled on the farm where he died, in 1837. By patient labor he made from the wilderness
one of the finest farms in the township. He was a kind neighbor, and an esteemed and
honored citizen.

Charles Coleman, a highly respected citizen of St. Johns, died December 29, 1885. He
was born in Orange county, N. Y., and moved to Livingston county, Michigan, where he
lived several years; thence he removed to St. Johns about twenty-one years ago. Mr.
Coleman was not a member of any church, but believed in and practiced the religion of an
honorable life.
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Barney Bond, for the last thirty-one years a resident of Essex township, Clinton county,
died at his home December 31, 1885, in his seventy-seventh year. He came to this county
from Monroe county, N. Y.

28

Mrs. Catherine Chase, wife of Daniel Chase, of Essex, died January 10, 1886. She came
with her husband to this county from Cayuga county, N. Y., some twenty-five years ago.

Geo. W. Kinney died January 17, 1886, at the age of sixty-six. Mr. Kinney settled in the
township of Watertown in 1847, and has resided there ever since. He has been respected
and honored by all as a kind, obliging, and honest man, and a public spirited, useful
citizen.

Mrs. Anna Richards, of Duplain township, died March 7, 1886, at the age of sixty-two
years. She was born in Yates, Monroe county, N. Y., and came to Duplain in 1846, where
she was an estimable christian woman.

Micah D. Pope died in Clinton county, March 10, 1886, at the age of seventy-seven. He
was born in Vermont and brought up in New York State. In an early day he worked in
Rochester in the foundry of Jethro Wood, the first maker of iron plows. He moved to Ohio,
and from there at the close of the war to Michigan. He was of a genial and social nature,
always looking on the bright side of life.

Edward W. Higbee, of Watertown, died April 17, 1886, aged seventy-one. He was an old
pioneer, having settled in Eagle in 1837, and has resided in that township and Watertown
ever since. He was an honest, intelligent man, and his death is universally regretted.

Mrs. Maria Nichols, of Bengal, died April 22, 1886. She was born in 1803, moved from
Genesee county, N. Y., to Oakland county, Michigan, in 1825, and came to Bengal in
1864, where she has since lived.
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Mrs. Mary Van Sickle. of Greenbush township, died May 9, 1886, aged seventy. She had
been a resident of the county forty years.

Mrs. Rice, of Bingham township, died May 8, 1886, at the age of seventy-eight years. She
had been a resident of the county forty-one years.

Wm. Besley, one of the earliest pioneers of Clinton county, died May 10, 1886, at the age
of seventy-eight years. He was born in New York State, and settled in this county forty
years ago. He was one of the charter members of the Clinton County Pioneer Society and
took great interest in its meetings, and was also very much interested in the State Pioneer
Society. In his later years he delighted in telling stories of his early life in Poughkeepsie,
N. Y., and of Martin Van Buren, with whom he was personally acquainted. He was an
intelligent and honorable citizen.

29
CRAWFORD COUNTY

BY M. D. OSBAND
MARTIN VALENTINE

Martin Valentine, of Marathon, Lapeer county, died in Fredericville, while on a visit to his
children, at the residence of his son, Mr. P. Valentine, on Sunday, August 9, 1885, aged
seventy-one and a half years. Mr. Valentine was one of Michigan's pioneers. He was a
native of New York. He was married to Miss Mary J. Phillips, March 13, 1836, in the town
of Sennet, Cayuga county, and with his young wife emigrated to Michigan and purchased
a farm in Marathon, during the same year. This constituted his residence till his death.
There were but five families within the township when they came. Their oldest son, Dr. A.
B. Valentine, of Montmorency county, was the first white child born within the town, which
then consisted of what is now Marathon, Oregon and Deerfield townships. At the first town
election he was elected constable and collector. He ran a stage line and carried the mail
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between Marathon and Lapeer. They had eight children, four boys and four girls. The

girls died young. He was a painter by trade, and followed that business in connection with
farming, until his health failed him in 1861. Since then he has been an invalid. After these
many years, wrestling with disease of the throat, he rests from his labors. He leaves a wife
and four sons to mourn his loss. He was buried in the cemetery at Fredericville. Rev. G. S.
Weir officiated at the funeral.

EATON COUNTY
BY DAVID B. HALE

James |. Rogers died in the township of Eaton Rapids, September 26, 1885, aged
ninety-three years, ten months, and two days. He was born in the township of Zone,
Massachusetts, November 24, 1791. April 11, 1819, he was married to Miss Savina
Lowell, reared a family of ten children; seven children are still living. He buried his wife
January 24, 1876. Deceased was a pensioner of the war of 1812. He participated in
the battle of Fort Erie and witnessed the burning of Buffalo. He came to Michigan in the
summer of 1838, and settled in Eaton Rapids, where he resided until his death.

30

Francis Champlin died in the town of Hamlin, September 8, 1885, aged seventy years. Mr.
Champlin was born in Stafford, in Genesee county, New York, May 15, 1815. He settled in
the town of Tyler, now Hamlin, in 1843.

Lorilla Pierson died in the township of Hamlin, October 20, 1885, aged eighty years, four
months, and twenty-eight days. Born in Batavia, Genesee county, May, 23, 1805. Her
maiden name was Lorilla Clark; was married to Josiah Pierson in 1832. Moved to Michigan
in 1836 or 1837, and settled on section 14, now town of Hamlin.

David Osborn died in the city of Eaton Rapids, September 3, 1885, aged seventy-four
years. He was born in Somerset, in the State of Maine. He married Miss Eliza Dexter in
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June, 1838, and settled on land he had located the year previous in the township of Tyler
(now Hamlin), in Eaton county, Mich. He continued to reside on the same farm until about
a year prior to his death, when he moved to the city of Eaton Rapids.

Eliza Osborn died in the city of Eaton Rapids, December 7, 1885, aged sixty-five years,
six months, and eleven days. Her maiden name was Eliza Dexter. She was born in
Weathersfield, Vermont, May 18, 1820. She settled with her husband, David Osborn, in
Eaton county, when a large portion of the county was an unbroken wilderness.

Amos H. Munson died in the city of Charlotte, April 1, 1886, aged sixty-six years. He was
born in Salsbury, New York, June 13, 1819. He located in Charlotte in the fall of 1854.
Mr. Munson was united in marriage with Miss Lydia White, February 3, 1840, who died
November 20, 1853. He was again married, January 1, 1856, to Mrs. Sarah L. Cushing,
who survives him. He was engaged in the hardware business at the time of his death; he
also owned a large farm near the city of Charlotte. He was a man much respected for his
sterling worth, whose character was above reproach.

Luther Hartson, died in the city of Charlotte, August 22, 1885, aged seventy-six years and
seven months. Deceased was one of the early settlers of Eaton county.

Benjamin Bartlett died in the city of Eaton Rapids, November 27, 1885, aged seventy-four
years. Born in Washington county, Ohio, September 29, 1811; was married in 1843 to
Miss Eunice Hunt, came to Michigan in 1853, and settled in the township of Eaton Rapids.

Wm. R. Kingman died in the township of Benton, March 19, 1885, aged sixty-four years.
He was born in Virgil, Courtland county, New York, in 1822, and came to Michigan in early
manhood. Settled in Charlotte, where he resided about one year, then to Benton, where
he continued to reside 31 until his death. He was elected clerk and deacon of the Baptist
Church at the time of its organization in Charlotte in 1855.
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Ira Hitchcock died in the township of Carmel, January 11, 1886, aged eighty-one years
and six months. He was a resident of the township between thirty and forty years.

James Surene died in Vermontville on the 2d day of October, 1885. He was born in Kent,
Putman county, New York, in 1814. In 1837 he was united in marriage to Miss Nancy
Hough, who survives him. He moved to Shiawassee county Mich., in 1855, and in 1870
moved to Vermontville, where he died.

Zelotes Searles died in the city of Charlotte, November 17, 1885, aged seventy years, four
months and four days. He was born in Wales, Erie county New York, July 13, 1815. He
came to Michigan when a young man.

Edgar D. Brackett died in the city of Charlotte, January 24, 1886, aged forty-one years. He
was born in Eaton county, in which he resided the whole of his lifetime.

Robert Dunn died in Carmel, Eaton county, on the 31st day of May, 1886. He was born in
Essex county, State of New York, and was seventy years old at the time of his death. He
settled in the township of Carmel in 1837. The town meeting was held at Mr. Dunn's house
in 1840, and he claimed the honor of casting the first vote in the township.

Mrs. Hannah Ross died in Eaton, January 14, 1886, aged eighty-eight years. She has
been a resident of the county for over forty years.

Roger W. Griswold died in Vermontville, May 31, 1886, at the age of seventy-four years.
He was born in Benson, Vermont, in 1812. He was one of the original members of the
“Vermont Colony,” and settled in Vermontville in 1836, just half a century ago, and settled
on the place where he spent the greater part of his life. He returned to Vermont in 1837,
and was married to Miss Abigail Stor Bascom, who returned with him to his new home in
Michigan. He took an active interest in the advancement of the public interests of his town
and county, and ever labored for the best interests of society.
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John Dow died in Vermontville, September 30, 1885, aged eighty-one years and eight
months. Mr. Dow was born in Somerset county, New Jersey, in 1804. He moved to
Michigan in 1837, and settled in the township of Roxand, being one of the earliest settlers
of the township. In 1838 he was elected supervisor, and held the office in that town for
thirteen consecutive years, when he moved to Sunfield, and was elected supervisor of that
township for thirty years, until old age and declining health compelled 32 him to decline
farther responsibilities in that field: He removed to Vermontville a few years before his
death.

William W. Wolcott died on the 12th day of October, 1885, aged seventy-eight years

and nine days. He was born in Austerlitz, Columbia county, New York, October 3, 1807.
He was married on January 29, 1832, to Miss Elizabeth Baldwin, who survives him. Mr.
Wolcott moved his family to Michigan in the summer of 1837 and settled on the land which
he had located two years previously to that time, and where he continued to reside until his
death. He reared a family of six children, five sons and one daughter. Mrs. Wolcott and five
sons are still living. He was a model farmer and successful business man, respected by all
his acquaintance.

Emily Robinson was born in Bennington, Vermont, March 31, 1806, and was married to
W. N. Martin at Bennington, August 26, 1835, with whom she removed to Vermontville,
Michigan, May 25, 1838. She died December 17, 1885. Mrs. Martin was a woman of firm
and independent mind, of few words, but full of good deeds, a beloved wife, an honored
mother. Unselfish to a fault, her life was spent in the service of her Master in Heaven, her
family, to which she was devoted, the church she loved so well, the poor in her town, and
all claims of society of right aims.

GENESEE COUNTY

BY J. W. BEGOLE
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MRS. MARGARET PAGE

Mrs. Margaret Page died at the residence of her niece, Mrs. James Hart, in Brooklyn, N.
Y., Tuesday, January 30, 1883. To her intimate friends in Flint Mrs. Page's death was not
altogether unexpected, having been a sufferer for some time past from a disease sure to
prove fatal, yet the hope that ever lingers, even after the fates have made their decree,
caused the sad news to be received as if unanticipated. Mrs. Page was one of the very
few early settlers of Flint. She was one of the first two or three members of St. Paul's
Episcopal Church, organized in 1839, and although for some time past her home has been
mostly in Brooklyn, her name is still on the church register as an active member. Her quiet
and energetic church work was ever felt and appreciated. Mrs. Page was one of the most
efficient members of the Ladies' Library Association organized in 1851, having held the
positions of president and librarian longer than any other member of the organization.

33

The remains arrived in Flint Thursday evening, and were taken to the residence of Mr.
and Mrs. Jerome Eddy, old and warm friends of the deceased. The day following a large
number of friends followed the hearse to St. Paul's Church, where the funeral services
were held. The rector, Mr. Seabrease, in a few remarks, paid a deserved tribute to Mrs.
Page's faithful and close connection with the church from its foundation. To the still living
two or three present who partook of that first communion it was as the voice of the past
telling its tale of days long gone by.

JOHN C. MATHEWSON

John C. Mathewson died at his home in Mundy, June 6, 1886, in the eighty-second year
of his age. Mr. Mathewson was born in Smyrna, Chenango county, N. Y., June 1, 1804. At
an early age he removed to Franklinville, Cattaraugus county, where, in 1829, he married
the youngest daughter of General Joseph McClure of that place. In 1848 he removed

with his family to Michigan, settling in Mundy on the farm which has since been his home,
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and where he died. He may therefore be considered as one of the pioneers of the county,
not only by virtue of long residence, but also from the hardships and privations which he
endured. In 1856 his first wife died. In 1858 he married the daughter of Mr. John Slaght,
of Mundy, and she died in 1881. He had five children by his first wife, all of whom survive
him. The eldest is Mr. Stephen Mathewson, of this city. Two sons and a daughter reside in
Mundy, and a married daughter lives in Chesaning. Mr. Mathewson enjoyed and deserved
the respect of his neighbors during all the years of his residence in Mundy, and his death
is much regretted. He had preserved his faculties to a remarkable degree, and appeared
much younger than he really was. During his residence in Mundy he held almost every
township office in the town. He was a consistent member of the Congregational Church for
more than fifty years.

EDWARD H. THOMSON

Edward H. Thomson was born June 15, 1810, at Kendal, in Westmoreland county,
England. While a small child his parents moved to Boston, Mass. He entered White Plains
Academy in New York State and remained there four years. In 1830 he began the study of
law in the office of Millard Fillmore, who was subsequently elected President of the United
States. At twenty-two years of age he opened a law office at Buffalo, but subsequently
removed to Cleveland, Ohio.

In 1836—7 Michigan received a large number of immigrants from Other States and among
them was Col. Thomson, who reached this State in ‘37, 5 34 and located at Atlas, which
was then a part of Lapeer county. Governor Stevens T. Mason, Michigan's first governor,
appointed Mr. Thomson prosecuting attorney of Lapeer county. He remained there but one
year, however, when he removed to Flint and went into partnership with Jno. Bartow, who
was then register of the United States Land Office here. The firm of Bartow & Thomson
was probably at that time the leading firm of lawyers in northern Michigan. In 1845 and
1846 he was the prosecuting attorney of Genesee county. In 1847* he was elected to the
State senate, his district embracing Genesee, Oakland, Lapeer, Shiawassee, Saginaw and
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Tuscola counties, and also the entire Upper Peninsula. He was also the father of the bills
which located the Institution at Flint, and the Asylum for the Insane at Kalamazoo.

* See appendix

Governor Ransom, recognizing Mr. Thomson's services in passing a bill for the
encouragement of immigration to Michigan, appointed him commissioner of immigration,
with headquarters in New York City. Subsequently it was deemed wise to send Mr.
Thomson to Germany, and his headquarters were changed to Stuttgart, Wurtemberg,
Germany. By his energy and eminent social qualities, he made himself a favorite there,

as always elsewhere, and Michigan gained nearly thirty thousand hard working German
citizens by his personal endeavors. In 1851 Mr. Thomson was appointed United States
deputy commissioner to the World's Exposition, held that year in London, England, and by
his ability, courtesy and liberality, made large numbers of friends. In 1858 he was elected
to the house of representatives in this State, and his former experience as chairman of
the committee on the judiciary, chairman of the committee on minerals, and a member

of the committee on state affairs in the senate, equipped him for effective work in the
lower house, where he was made a member of the committee on the judiciary and of state
affairs. At the outbreak of the war Gov. Austin Blair appointed Mr. Thomson a member of
the State military board, and when Gen. A. S. Williams resigned the chairmanship of that
board to go into active service, Col. Thomson was made its chairman.

In the city of Flint the Colonel has been an active member of the school board, and mayor
of the city in 1878.

It will be seen from this rapidly prepared sketch that the Colonel has always been a man
of affairs, but whether as lawyer or politician, he has always found ample time to cultivate
the graces of life, and as a social, genial gentleman he will long be remembered by his
hosts of friends, not only here but all over our State and country. In 1880 the Colonel was
nominated by the democrats for the lieut.-governorship, and although he had little hope of
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success he labored earnestly for the election of his ticket. 35 He was a ripe Shakespearian
scholar, and his magnificent Shakespearian library, which now graces the University

of Michigan, is one of the finest private collections ever made in the United States. His
private library, pictures, and souvenirs of public men and distinguished women, forms a
most complete and delightful collection.

Col. Thomson died at his spacious mansion on Kearsley and East Streets, February 2,
1886. His only daughter, Mrs. A. B. Witherbee, of Washington, D. C., was with him during
his sickness until recalled to her home by the illness of her daughter. In addition to this
daughter the Colonel leaves one son, Edward H., and a devoted wife.

He was engaged in the preparation of a new lecture on Shakespeare, to be delivered
during the winter, when he was first attacked with what has so sadly proved to be a fatal
illness.

Entertaining, generous, genial, gentle Col. Thomson is dead. His loss will be felt by all
classes of people in the community, and it may be said of him truthfully, in the words

of a distinguished divine of Flint: “Colonel Thomson had more and readier excuses for
the short-comings of men than any man | ever knew.” He was charitable in the best and
broadest sense of the word. But he has gone forever. This is no place for moralizing, but
we cannot refrain from adding that while Col. Thomson failed to secure a large fortune as
estimated by commercial standards, be held a place second to none in the hearts of his
friends, his neighbors and fellow citizens.

RICHARD H. HUGHES

Richard H. Hughes died February 11, 1886. Mr. Hughes was deputy state oil inspector,
and had been called to Bay City on official business. He was not well when he left home,
and was so ill on reaching his destination as to be obliged to take to his bed almost
immediately on his arrival. His wife being notified of his illness went at once to him, and
was soon joined by her brother, Frank Dullam, both of whom remained with him until he
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died. A number of the members of Governor Crapo Post, G. A. R., were also with him in
his last hours.

Mr. Hughes was born in Oakland county in this State in 1840, but his family moved to Flint
when he was yet a lad. Most of his early youth was spent on a farm in Mt. Morris township.
At the outbreak of the rebellion he enlisted in Captain S. C. Randall's company in the 23d
Michigan Infantry, and fought through the war. In 1869 he married a daughter of Mr. R. W.
Dullam, who, with four children, survives him. While residing in Mt. Morris he held several
township offices, including treasurer and 36 supervisor. Some years ago he disposed of
his farm and engaged in business in Flint. He built and operated the apple evaporating
factory near Begole, Fox & Co's mill. He was a member of the Genesee Commandery
Knights Templar, also of the A. O. U. W. and several other societies, including Governor
Crapo Post, G. A. R., of which he was past commander. lie was personally popular, and
deservedly so, and made friends wherever he went, and his death is widely deplored.

Upon the arrival of the remains at Flint they were met at the station by the G. A. R. post
and numerous citizens. The funeral occurred on Sunday at two P. M. at the Court Street
M. E. Church, under the auspices of the post, Rev. I. N. Elwood officiating. The Knights
Templar and the A. O. U. W. attended the funeral in a body in uniform, in addition to the G.
A. R. The attendance of citizens generally was very large.

The community has lost a good citizen, and his family an affectionate and devoted
husband and father. Peace to his memory.

O. HEMPHILL

Orin Hemphill came from Mt. Morris, New York, to Burton, Genesee county, Mich., in
1837, where he has since resided. He was an industrious and energetic farmer, and
did his full share toward making Genesee county one of the very first counties in the
State. He took an active part in our Agricultural Society and was for many years county

Historical collections. Collections and researches made by the Michigan pioneer and historical society ... Reprinted by authority of the
Board of state auditors. Volume 9 http://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbum.5298b



Library of Congress

superintendent of the poor, and was always a worthy and highly respected citizen. He died
February 11, 1886, at his late home in Burton township.

HILLSDALE COUNTY
BY E. O. GROSVENOR

In making a report of the deaths of pioneers in this county since date of my last report,
which, | believe, was in 1884, | am unable, owing to the very large number who have
passed away, to give more than the name, age, time of death and residence. Some of
them were members of the State Pioneer Society, most of them members of our county
society, and all were residents of the State and county.

Some of them have filled prominent positions in the county and State, and deserve more
than a passing notice. In such cases | doubt not you have received and placed on file
suitable obituary notices, which have appeared in our local and State papers.

37
| commence my list June 1, 1884 and bring it down to May 31, 1886.

John C. Robertson, Cambria, died June 7, 1884, aged 82 years.

Mrs. Electa Townsend, Litchfield, died June 18, 1884, aged 85 years.
Nathaniel McCurdy, Adams, died June 18, 1884, abed 85 years.
John S. Drake, Amboy, died June 28, 1884, aged about 60 years.
Charles Carmichael, Wheatland, died June 28, 1884, aged 84 years.
James R. Curtis, Hillsdale, died July 6, 1884, aged 53 years.

Mrs. Wm. Curtis, Wheatland, died July 14, 1884, aged 81 years.
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Mrs. Anna Simmons, Pittsford, died July 30, 1884, aged 91 years.

Mrs. Mary L. Curtis, Hillsdale, died August 4, 1884, aged 49 years.

A Warner, Reading, died August 6, 1884, aged 61 years.

Benjamin F. Credit, Jonesville, died August 8, 1884, aged 78 years.
Mrs. Rhoda Wright, Jonesville, died August 16, 1884, aged 94 years.
Mrs. Maggie McDougal, Litchfield, died August 16, 1884, aged 57 years.
W. H. Comfort, Woodbridge, died August 18, 1884, aged 71 years.
Orville Curtis, Litchfield, died August 19, 1884, aged 75 years.

William H. Brandwell, Litchfield, died August 27, 1884, aged 73 years.
Jacob Barnhart, Scipio, died August 30, 1884, aged 56 years.

Mrs. Mary E. Hewitt, Allen, died September 7, 1884, aged 58 years.
Horace Osborn, Wheatland, died September 16, 1884, aged 56 years.
Walter B. Parks, Fayette, died September 19, 1884, aged 82 years.
Anson R. Wisner, Jonesville, died October 3, 1884, aged 66 years.

Mrs. William B. Hawkins, Jonesville, died October 5, 1884, aged 58 years.
Mrs. Matilda Blatchley, Scipio, died October 15, 1884, aged 85 years.

Mrs. Abagail Lockwood, Hillsdale, died October 28, 1884, aged 64 years.
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Thomas Warner, Hillsdale, died November 7, 1884, aged 83 years.

Luther R. Wisner, formerly Jonesville, died November 14, 1884, aged 58 years.
Levi Todd, Litchfield, died November 16, 1884, aged 71 years.

John R. Cook, Hillsdale, died December 15, 1884, aged 72 years.

Daniel Murray, Reading, died December 20, 1884, aged 77 years.

John E. Wooster, Wheatland, died December 28, 1884, aged about 70 years.
Harley J. Olds, Jonesville, died January 9, 1885, aged 69 years.

Ephraim Baker, Ransom, died January 6, 1885, aged 84 years.

George W. Greek, Ransom, died January 18, 1885, aged 84 years.

Samuel Wescott, Somerset, died January 25, 1885, aged about 80 years.
Mrs. Ann Sibbald, Jonesville, died January 25, 1885, aged 76 years.

David Young, Allen, died January 27, 1885, aged 81 years.

Henry Blount, Allen, died January 28, 1885, aged 61 years.
38
Mrs. Mahala Sprowles, Adams, died February 3, aged 71 years.

Mrs. Mahala Darling, Jonesville, died February 3, 1885, aged 49 years.
Mrs. Eunice Woodruff, Jefferson, died February 8, 1885, aged 80 years.

Alonzo B. Strong, Somerset, died February 8, 1885, aged 60 years.
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Mrs. Samuel Fellows, Litchfield, died February 10, 1885, aged 81 years.
Mrs. Ann M. Kesselring, Cambria, died February 10, 1885, aged 66 years.
James J. Baker, Ransom, died February 10, 1885, aged 83 years.
James A. Strong, Somerset, died February 8, 1885, aged 65 years.
Mrs. Mary E. Farnam, Hillsdale, died February 11, 1885, aged 61 years.
John Wilkins, Allen, died February 16, 1885, aged about 75 years.

Mrs. Emily Hicks, Allen, died February 16, 1885, aged 61 years.
Chester Cole, Adams, died February 16, 1885, aged 74 years.

Mrs. Cornelia Russell, Hillsdale, died February 16, 1885, aged 82 years.
James T. Bassett, Jefferson, died February 17, 1885, aged 79 years.
Mrs. Lydia A. Fondly, Ransom, died February 20, 1885, aged 73 years.
Mrs. St. John, Woodbridge, died February 21, 1885, aged 93 years.
Frances Harris, Reading, died February 25, 1885, aged 70 years.
William P. Carrel, Hillsdale, died February 28, 1885, aged 60 years.
Mrs. Maria M. Simmons, Moscow, died March 1, 1885, aged 74 years.
Isaac C. Vaughn, Moscow, died March 9, 1885, aged 71 years.

Haynes B. Tucker, Jonesville, died March 12, 1885, aged 68 years.
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Mrs. Hannah Bolles, Hillsdale, died March 21, 1885, aged 84 years.
Lewis Riggs, Jonesville, died March 24, 1885, aged 70 years.

A. M. Kellogg, Litchfield, died April 5, 1885, aged 64 years.

Jacob Dibler, Litchfield, died April 8, 1885, aged 66 years.

Lorenzo D. Green, Jonesville, died April 10, 1885, aged 63 years.
James H. Thorn, Pittsford, died April 11, 1885, aged 69 years.
Warner Bunday, Litchfield, died April 20, 1885, aged 85 years.
Mary E. Cutler, Pittsford, died April 25, 1885, aged about 80 years.
Mrs. Maria Kellogg, Litchfield, died April 28, 1885, aged 71 years.
Mrs. Betsey A. Janes, Cambria, died May 4, 1885, aged 69 years.
Leman Strong, Litchfield, died May 6, 1885, aged 75 years.

Mrs. Harriet Strong, Litchfield, died May 12, 1885, aged 75 years.
Sewell E. Blackman, Adams, died June 10, 1885, aged 77 years.
Mrs. Sarah Jefferay, Hillsdale, died June 13, 1885, aged 59 years.
Mrs. Phoebe Bond, Hillsdale, died June 14, 1885, aged 81 years.
Mrs. Elizabeth A. Timms, Hillsdale, died June 15, 1885, aged 40 years.

Mrs. Martha Campbell, Hillsdale, died June 16, 1885, aged 83 years.
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William Andrus, Jonesville, died June 20, 1885, aged 75 years.

Samuel Foote, Cambria, died June 27, 1885, aged 87 years.
39
Mrs. Mary A. Gaige, Jonesville, died July 6, 1885, aged 55 years.

Erastus Hagen, Jonesville, died July 8, 1885, aged 75 years.

Mrs. Eunice Mason, Litchfield, died July 28, 1885, aged 79 years.
Daniel Lincoln, Mosherville, died August 18, 1885, aged 75 years.

Mrs. Malinda Cozens, Fayette, died August 23, 1885, aged 79 years.
Daniel Huff, Bankers, died August 26, 1885, aged 61 years.

John Washburn, Allen, died August 27, 1885, aged 60 years.

Mrs. Rachael Scott, Moscow, died August 30, 1885, aged 86 years.
Bishop A. Johnson, Jonesville, died September 2, 1885, aged 65 years.
John W. Ferris, Hillsdale, died September 3, 1885, aged 70 years.
Rachael Bolles, Hillsdale, died September 3, 1885, aged 61 years.
Joseph Hancock, Cambria, died September 8, 1885, aged 75 years.
Mrs. Louisa Eddy, Somerset, died September 20, 1885, aged 64 years.
Mrs. Harriet Crossman, Litchfield, died September 20, 1885, aged 67 years.

Philander Mead, Hillsdale, died September 20, 1885, aged about 70 years.
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Mrs. Electa B. Chilson, Osseo, died September 29, 1885, aged 86 years.
Mrs. Mary Rea, Jonesville, died October 2, 1885, aged 77 years.

Moses Culver, Scipio, died October 10, 1885, aged 88 years.

Mrs. Barnes, formerly Jonesville, died October 15, 1885, aged about 75 years.
Benjamin T. Farnum, Hillsdale, died October 17, 1885, aged 84 years.
Eason Wilbur, Adams, died November 30, 1885, aged 81 years.

James Anderson, Hillsdale, died December 7, 1885, aged 89 years.
Peter Hughes, Hillsdale, died December 8, 1885, aged 83 years.
Charlotte Lockwood, died December 11, 1885, aged 75 years.

Thomas Hayward, Cambria, died December 23, 1885, aged 52 years.
Samuel Smith, North Adams, died December 27, 1885, aged 75 years.
Ozan Keith, Pittsford, died December 27, 1885, aged 87 years.

Mrs. Catherine Cook, Hillsdale, died January, 1, 1886, aged 82 years.
Mrs. Matilda Nutten, Moscow, died January 4, 1886, aged 52 years.
Frank M. Culver, Scipio, died January 8, 1886, aged 56 years.

Mrs. Charles Ten Eyck, Litchfield, died January 10, 1886, aged 40 years.

Mary A. Courtright, Jonesville, died January 10, 1886, aged 65 years.
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Phoebe Arch, Montgomery, died January 19, 1886, aged 79 years.
Mary Copeland, Montgomery, died January 23, 1886, aged 79 years.
Mrs. Cornelia Tiffany, Jonesville, died January 27, 1886, aged 64 years.
Enoch H. Goodrich, Ransom, died February 2, 1886, aged 74 years.
Ransom Bullard, Litchfield, died February 2, 1886, aged 80 years.

Mrs. Benj. Franklin, Moscow, died February 3, 1886, aged 68 years.
40
Mr. Fish, North Adams, died February 1, 1886, aged 69 years.

P. S. Bugbee, Osseo, died February 6, 1886, aged 62 years.

Mrs. Rachael Hicks, Adams, died February 7, 1886, aged about 80 years.
John Moore, Litchfield, died February 12, 1886, aged 80 years.

Joseph Bulger, Litchfield, died February 15, 1886, aged 58 years.

William Moreland, Jerome, died February 15, 1886, aged 68 years.

Ezra J. Hodges, Scipio, died February 18, 1886, aged 59 years.

Frank Kelsey, Jonesville, died February 20, 1886, aged 49 years.

Mrs. Aurelia Stone, Allen, died February 25, 1886, aged 81 years.

Mrs. Eliza Traver, Litchfield, died February 27, 1886, aged 67 years.

Mrs. Penella E. Curtis, Hillsdale, died February 28, 1886, aged 81 years.
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Mrs. Hannah Trumbull, Wheatland, died February 28, 1886, aged 60 years.
Mrs. Rudolph Rozelle, Litchfield, died March 2, 1886, aged 68 years.
J. S. Stowell, Fayette, died March 4, 1886, aged 70 years.

Mrs. Malinda Wilkinson, Litchfield, died March 5, 1886, aged 64 years.
John Cole, Osseo, died March 5, 1886, aged 98 years.

Harley C. Clark, Osseo, died March 5, 1886, aged 77 years.

Daniel Murdock, Litchfield, died March 6, 1886, aged 78 years.

Mrs. Mary Mosher, Hillsdale, died March 16, 1886, aged 58 years.
Mrs. Elizabeth Mann, Litchfield, died March 25, 1886, aged 72 years.
Samuel Gilmer, Jonesville, died March 25, 1886, aged 61 years.
Zebulon W. Parker, Cambria, died March 21, 1886, aged 69 years.
Stephen W. Watson, Litchfield, died March 26, 1886, aged 75 years.
Mrs. Thorne, Osseo, died March 29, 1886, aged 87 years.

Mrs. Ann Wood, Wheatland, died April 7, 1886, aged 85 years.

Mrs. Phoebe Knight, Moscow, died April 15, 1886, aged 79 years.
Mrs. Sarah A. Reiley, Hillsdale, died April 16, 1886, aged 75 years.

Mrs. Woolson, Adams, died April 19, 1886, aged 68 years.

Historical collections. Collections and researches made by the Michigan pioneer and historical society ... Reprinted by authority of the
Board of state auditors. Volume 9 http://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbum.5298b



Library of Congress

Hiram H. Baker, Amboy, died April 23, 1886, aged 72 years.

Mrs. Joseph Woolson, Adams, died April 30, 1886, aged 73 years.
Joseph Huff, Osseo, died May 7, 1886, aged 67 years.

Charles C. Wells, Allen, died May 9, 1886, aged 73 years.

Asa T. Woodworth, Hillsdale, died May 14, 1886, aged 72 years.

Mrs. Alice D. Harding, Jonesville, died May 22, 1886, aged 34 years.
Mrs. Mary E. McCune, Hillsdale, died May 24, 1886, aged 62 years.
Mrs. Bridget McKinney, Jonesville, died May 28, 1886, aged 58 years.
Joshua M. Chase, Moscow, died May 28, 1886, aged 69 years.
Amasa C. Allen, Hillsdale, died May 31, 1886, aged about 65 years.

This makes the large number of one hundred and fifty-four pioneers who have died in
this county from June 1, 1884, to May 31, 1886—two 41 years. Of the whole number but
six are named who died under fifty years of age, and these are included because, being
children of early settlers, their entire lives have been passed in this State, and most of
them in this county. A tabular statement is given below, in periods of ten years, showing
relative number who died within the ages named, and the average age of the entire
number:

Died under 50 years of age 6
Died between 50 and 60 years of age 17

Died between 60 and 70 years of age 41
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Died between 70 and 80 years of age 48
Died between 80 and 90 years of age 38

Died between 90 and 100 years of age 4

The oldest died in his 99th year. Average age of entire number, 71%2 years. Aggregate age
of entire number, 10,987 years.

Since the foregoing was written, the following has been received for insertion in connection
with this report:

REV. LEVI H. CARSON

Rev. Levi H. Carson, for the last thirty years a resident of Jonesville, rector and clergyman
of Grace (Episcopal) Church, called on the morning of February 23, 1884, at the store

of Button & Munsell in this village, and while sitting in a chair conversing, ceased for a
moment to speak, gasped once or twice and was dead. He was born at Saco Bay, Maine,
July 3, 1801, graduated from Amherst College, 1829; ordained deacon in Hartford, Conn.,
1831, priest in 1833. After twenty years' service as rector in various places he came to
Jonesville as rector of Grace Church, May 28, 1854; has lived here ever since, and most
of the time as rector of the church. He was also a prominent member of the Masonic
Fraternity, belonging to Lafayette Lodge No. 16, Jonesville Chapter and Council, and
Eureka Commandery No. 3. Has been presiding officer of Lodge, Chapter, and Council.
Was married is 1831. His wife and three sons survive him.

INGHAM COUNTY

BY C. B. STEBBINS
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The following are statistics, such as | have been able to gather, of pioneer residents of
Ingham county who have passed away since our last meeting:— 6

42

Mrs. Rebecca S. Brown, June 12, 1885, aged 71 years; a resident of Lansing 30 years.
Mrs. Eunice Hart, Lansing, August 4, 1885, aged 82 years.

Rev. B. W. Blanchard, August 10, 1885, aged 75 years; a resident of Lansing 21 years.
Ezra Harris, Lansing, August 14, 1885, aged 75 years.

J. H. Tenney, Lansing, August 18, 1885, aged 75 years.

Henry Lederer, August 27, 1885, aged 62 years; he was born in Austria, came to America
when 23 years of age, and resided in Lansing 33 years.

Mrs. M. Irwin Carpenter, Lansing, August 26, 1885, aged 73 years; she had resided in the
State 39 years.

Oliver Keith, October 15, 1885, aged 62 years; a resident of Lansing 21 years.
John W. Holmes, Lansing, October 15, 1885, aged 83 years.
Appleton Ballard, October 27, 1885, aged 76 years; a resident of Lansing 38 years.

Henry H. North, Delhi, October 31, 1885, aged 69 years; a resident of Ingham county 48
years.

Mrs. Louise M. Peake, November 13, 1885, aged 85 years; she had resided in Bunkerhill
41 years.
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Mrs. Fannie W. Warren, Lansing, November 22, 1885, aged 39 years; born in Portland,
Michigan.

Mrs. Mary E. Sears, Lansing, November 24, 1885, aged 84 years.

Mrs. Laura Reed, Lansing, January 23, 1886, aged 85 years; a resident of the State 32
years.

Mrs. Lavinia Simons, Lansing, February 1, 1886, aged 80 years; she was born in Canada,
and resided in Michigan 46 years; she left nine children living.

Mrs. Charlotte Ekstein, March 29, 1886, aged 54 years; she was born in Austria, and
resided in Lansing 42 years.

Mrs. Sarah Kingsley, Lansing, March 30, 1886, aged 89 years.

Mrs. Barbara Blasius, April —, 1886, aged 69 years; she came from Germany in 1843, and
resided in Lansing 27 years.

Mrs. Martha M. Molineaux, April 25, 1886, aged 52 years; she had resided in Lansing 22
years.

Dr. Alvin S. Dingman, Lansing, April 27, 1886, aged 38 years; a resident of Michigan 28
years.

Samuel Beck, May 13, 1886, aged 59 years; he was born in Bavaria, had been in this
country 34 years, and resided in Lansing 20 years.

Mrs. Emily Elliott, May 16, 1886, aged 64 years; she resided in Lansing 22 years.
43
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Mrs. Fidelia A. Howell, Lansing, May 21, 1886, aged 38 years; she was born in Howell,
Mich.

Mrs. Eliza Moots, May 22, 1886, aged 84 years; she was born in Germany and resided in
Lansing 36 years.

Of these twelve were over 70, ten over 75, one over 80 years of age. But four were under
50 years. Six were natives of foreign countries; but two were born in Michigan.

IONIA COUNTY

BY HAMPTON RICH

The following biographical sketches have been collected by me for the past year:
NATHANIEL BEATTIE

Nathaniel Beattie, who had been confined to his house for the past eight years, died

on Friday, January 15, 1886. He had a paralytic shock the week before, which was the
immediate cause of his death. Mr. Beattie was one of the oldest and most highly esteemed
residents of lonia, and the family have the sympathy of a host of friends in their affliction.
The funeral services took place Sunday afternoon, and were attended by a large number
of our citizens. The deceased was born in Coldenham, Orange county, N. Y., February 29,
1815. He removed to Bloomfield, Oakland county, in this State, in 1829. He was married
April 9, 1839, to Catherine Wallace, who survives him, and removed to lonia county in
1839. He settled in the township of Keene, where he followed the business of farming until
1853, when he removed to lonia, where he afterward resided. Mr. Beattie was regarded
as an honorable business man, and he was very successful. For nearly ten years he was
ill, so as to incapacitate him almost entirely for any labor, for eight years being confined to
the house, much of the time in bed, and requiring the constant care of a devoted wife and
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family. He was for many years a member of the M. E. Church. In politics he was a staunch
democrat, and his last visit outside his sick room was to vote his parry ticket.

RICHARD DYE

lonians were shocked Thursday evening, February 4, 1886, by the announcement of

the death of Richard Dye. He left his office, where he had engaged all the afternoon in
business matters, about five o'clock, and was in good spirits and apparently in excellent
health. Going to his home, he went 44 out to fill the coal scuttles, and was discovered by
J. W. Baldie a few minutes later lying upon his back in the snow with one foot inside the
coal house door. His eyes were closed, and he had apparently died without a struggle.
Rheumatism of the heart was perhaps the cause of his sudden demise. Deceased was
one of the earliest settlers of this county. It is fifty years, this year, since he first located in
lonia. He was born in Herkimer village, N. Y., October 23, 1810, and was therefore in his
76th year. His father was a thrifty farmer and a pioneer of Herkimer county, who served in
the revolutionary war, and came from Rhode Island when a young man. In March, 1832,
the subject of this sketch married Miss Polly Welch, daughter of Vine Welch, a substantial
Herkimer county farmer. Mr. Dye was a cabinet maker and worked at his trade in Herkimer
until 1836, when he came to lonia in company with Simon and John B. Welch, his wife's
brothers, and Philander Hinds. They walked from Detroit. Mr. Dye selected a quarter
section of land in what is now the township of Keene—the farm owned by William Gunn
—and going to the United States land office, then at Kalamazoo, located it. Returning to
the east in the fall he came back in the spring with his family, consisting at that time of

his wife and two children, George H. and Mary E., and went to work on the farm. He had
brought with him a lathe and an outfit of tools for cabinet making, and these he set up in
the upper part of his log house and manufactured many articles of common household
furniture for the settlers. In 1832 he removed to lonia and started a shop on what is now
the corner of Dye and Washington streets. The population of lonia was then only about
150 souls. In 1859 he and his brother Nelson engaged in mercantile pursuits under

the firm name of R. & N. Dye; later the late A. F. Carr was associated with them as the
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company of the concern. Seven years later Mr. Dye withdrew and retired from business,
having acquired more than a competence, and has since given his attention to the care
of his real estate and personal property. He has been a life-long and ardent democrat,
and in 1845 was appointed postmaster by President Polk, and has been a member of
the city council. He has been identified with the masonic fraternity thirty-seven years,

or since 1849, being a member of Washtenong Lodge, lonia Chapter No. 14, and lonia
Commandery No. 11. In these bodies he has almost always been the trusted treasurer. He
united with the Church of Christ (Disciples) in 1861, under the ministrations of Rev. Isaac
Errett. The characteristics of the deceased as a business man were industry, frugality,
sterling honesty and rugged common sense. He was a devoted husband and father; a
true, sincere friend; an exemplary citizen. His constitution was rugged and he was rarely,
if ever, sick, and at the last stepped from one life 45 into the other, without a moment's
premonition that the slender link that bound him to a long and useful life was about to be
snapped in twain.

The obsequies were held Thursday afternoon at the Church of Christ. An immense
concourse of citizens attended, among whom the faces and whitened heads of scores of
old citizens and friends of the deceased were conspicuous. The funeral sermon was by
Rev. R. S. Groves, pastor of the church of which Mr. Dye was a member, and for many
years a trustee. He was assisted in the service by Rev. D. Van Alstin, D. D., pastor of the
Baptist Church, and Rev. Job Pierson, D. D., Rev. L. Master and Rev. W. S. Potter were
also present. lonia Commandery No. 11, sixty-five strong, turned out as an escort.

Brief services were held at the house before going to the church, in accordance with

the Templar ritual, which were conducted by Sir Knights John B. Hutchins and A. H.
Heath. The remains and family were then escorted to the church by the commandery, the
following acting as pall-bearers; Sir Knights H. H. Hinds, Wilmer Bishop, A. F. Kelsey, O.
H. Heath, G. S. Cooper and William Steele.
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At the church the services were as follows: Hymn by the choir, “Come, Ye Disconsolate;”
Scripture lesson, 90th Psalm; prayer; “Over There,” favorite hymn of deceased, by the
choir; sermon, text: I. Corinthians, xv., 12.

At the conclusion of the sermon the choir sung an anthem, “Prepare to Meet Thy God,”
and then the Knights filed out and the mournful procession moved to Highland Cemetery,
where the last sad rites of the order were observed, as they laid the remains of their
departed Sir Knight away in their last resting place on earth. The entire ceremonies were
very solemn and impressive, the universal regret at the departure of “Uncle Richard Dye”
being unaffected and profound.

HON. E. H. STANTON

It was with a feeling of sorrow and regret that the citizens of lonia learned of the death,
May 8, 1886, at his home, of Hon. Erastus H. Stanton. Erastus H. Stanton was born

at Durham, Greene county, N. Y., November 13, 1817. His grandfather moved from
Connecticut to New York in 1790. The family is of Welch descent. His mother was a
daughter of Henry Niles, a descendant from a Scotch family belonging to the sect of
Quakers or Friends. They were persecuted for their opinions under the reign of Charles I1.,
and fled to a new continent that they might enjoy that freedom Of opinion denied at home.
Mr. Stanton was educated in the common schools and academy of his native town. An
early developed taste for reading was gratified by access to a circulating library. At the age
of sixteen he 46 was placed, at his own request, with a mercantile firm at Rensselaerville,
Albany county, where he acquired a knowledge of the business. He began business for
himself in 1837 at Greenville, Green county, where he remained twelve years. Here he
was married, September 2, 1840, to Miss Mary Sanford, who survives him. Owing to the ill
health of Mrs. Stanton he removed to lllinois, purchasing a farm near Rockton, only a mile
from the Wisconsin line. He remained there engaged in farming, banking and mercantile
pursuits until 1867, when he came to lonia and again embarked in mercantile pursuits,

in which he remained until he began lumbering operations at Sheridan. This business
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occupied his time and personal attention until within the past three or four years, when he
gave up the cares of active business life.

In 1838 Gov. Marcy of New York commissioned Mr. Stanton quartermaster of the 37th
brigade of State troops, a position he held for four years. In 1861, being then in lllinois,
Gen. Yates, afterwards governor of the State, appointed him as his military aide, in which
capacity he visited the several lllinois regiments in the department of north Missouri, his
duty being to see that the troops were properly equipped with arms, clothing, etc. During
his residence in New York and lllinois he was several times elected supervisor, and held
other positions. Always a public spirited and enterprising citizen, the people of lonia were
not slow to recognize his character. In 1872, when the lonia and Stanton railroad project
was inaugurated, Mr. Stanton was elected a director and the first secretary and treasurer
of the company, which position he filled until the road was consolidated with the Detroit,
Lansing, and Lake Michigan company. He took a lively interest in the completion of the
road, taking upon himself many arduous duties, and as an officer of the company he
proved himself a capable and energetic official.

In politics Mr. Stanton was a staunch republican, severing his political ties with the
democratic party as early as 1856. In 1879 he was elected mayor of lonia, his competitor
being James M. Kidd, and the following year he ran against A. F. Bell and was re-elected.
In 1880 he was elected to represent the then twenty-fourth district in the State Senate, in
which body he was a leading, influential member. In 1882 he declined to be a candidate
for renomination, but at the urgent solicitation of numerous friends allowed his name to

go before the State convention as a candidate for State treasurer. He was too modest
and sensitive to make a personal canvass, and even refused to go to Kalamazoo to aid
his own candidacy, and although he received the cordial and unanimous support of the
lonia delegation, and made a creditable run, was not successful. Those who were intimate
with 47 Mr. Stanton know how much he was hurt at the result, not because he was not
nominated, he did not value office for its own sake, but for the reason that, as he believed,
friends who had encouraged him with proffers of their support, failed him in the convention.
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He was the soul of political honor himself, as he was an exampler of business integrity. He
never failed to carry out his own pledges, or held out false hopes to his friends. But he was
perhaps of too confiding a nature, and placed too much stress upon talk, judging others

by his own high standard of morals. He was often spoken of as an available candidate for
other and higher positions, and there was no man in lonia county, to say the least, who
had a warmer personal following, based on genuine good will and respect for his high
gualities of manhood. But he was modest and retiring in his disposition, and lacked the
ability, not to say the disposition, to push himself to the front.

As a neighbor he was kind and considerate to others, as a citizen upright and just, as a
business man honest and honorable in all his dealings, as a legislator incorruptible and
fearless, as a friend ever true. He was childlike in his faith, his implicit confidence in others,
and it shocked him to find that all men are not as simple, as direct and ingenuous as he
was himself. He had many friends who were knit to him by bonds of steel, and of the many
good men who have gone from lonia to the land of shadows within the last decade or two,
none will be more kindly remembered or deeply regretted. Farewell, friend. May you rest in
peace.

BETSEY F. COMSTOCK

Betsey Fuller Comstock, born in Exeter, Otsego county, New York, August 11, 1800, died
in Ronald, lonia county, June 1, 1886. She came to Michigan in 1842. She was mother of
twelve children, nine sons and three daughters.

JACKSON COUNTY
BY CHESTER TAYLOR
Mrs. Eliza Dixon, Pulaski, died February 17, 1885, aged 80 years.

Ezra Barnes, Parma, died March 8, 1885, aged 76 years.
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John Whittaker, Concord, died March 22, 1885, aged —.

Chas. Atwell, Hanover, died April 15, 1885, aged 65 years.

Mrs. Stephen Miles, Hanover, died April 24, 1885, aged 44 years.
Mrs. E. Burt, Concord, died April —, 1885, aged 44 years.
Marshall Fisher, Concord, died April —, 1885, aged 73 years.

Barnabas Fay, Norvell, died May 15, 1885, aged 68 years.
48
Mrs. Prescott, Hanover, died May 28, 1885, aged 71 years.

Mrs. S. Sweesey, Norvell, died September 6, 1885, aged 75 years.
Thomas Tucker, Hanover, died September 8, 1885, aged 85 years.
William Mitchell, Concord, died September 9, 1885, aged 61 years.

T. J. Drake, Hanover, died September 14, 1885, aged 68 years.
William W. Wolcott, died October 12, 1885.

Mrs. R. D. Hendee, died October 17, 1885.

William Knickerbocker, Jackson, died October 19, 1885, aged 86 years.
Mrs. Rachel Elmer, Arland, died October 21, 1885, aged 81 years.
Wordthorp Harrison, died October 23, 1885.

Samuel Lendrum, Blackman, died October 24, 1885, aged 75 years.
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James Worth, Spring Arbor, died October 26, 1885, aged 80 years.

John French, Spring Arbor, died October 26, 1885, aged 74 years.
Elizabeth Waterstreet, Napoleon, died October 27, 1885, aged 70 years.
Mrs. Mary Heffner, Rives Junction, died October 28, 1885, aged 87 years.
Mrs. Henrietta Clark, —, died November 12, 1885, aged 70 years.

Mrs. Amanda Britton, died November 12, 1885.

Allen Green, Napoleon, died November 16, 1885, aged 96 years.

John Putman, Leoni, died November 30, 1885, aged 81 years.

Mrs. Marlan Scutt, Norvell, died December 13, 1885, aged 64 years.
Phillip Smith, Parma, died December 20, 1885, aged 81 years.

Jeremiah Marvin, Jackson, died December 22, 1885, aged 81 years.
Thomas Mayett, Blackman, died December 25, 1885, aged 95 years.

S. Holland, Hanover, died December 25, 1885, aged 73 years.

Mrs. Ruth A. Harwood, Jackson, died December 26, 1885, aged 64 years.
Norman Webster, Concord, died December 28, 1885, aged 79 years.
Hiram Tuthill, Liberty, died December 28, 1885, aged 77 years.

Spaulding Welch, Parma, died December 30, 1885, aged 59 years.
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Jacob Rhines, Sandstone, died January 20, 1886, aged 82 years.
S. C. Crafts, Blackman, died February 3, 1886, aged 71 years.
William Jackson, Casnovia, died February 4, 1886, aged 72 years.
William H. Darling, died February 5, 1886, aged 62 years.

Mrs. Mary Hawkins, Parma, died February 7, 1886, aged 91 years.
Mrs. Hulda Landon, Leoni, died February 10, 1886, aged 70 years.
Alonzo Ferris, Saginaw, died February 10, 1886, aged 89 years.
Abram V. Berry, Jackson, died March 24, 1886, aged 82 years.
WILLIAM W. WOLCOTT

William W. Wolcott, one of the pioneers of Michigan, was stricken with paralysis while
walking along the streets of Eaton Rapids, Wednesday, 49 October 7, and died Monday,
October 12, 1885, at 6:30 P. M., aged seventy-eight years and nine days. Mr. Wolcott
was born in Austerlitz, Columbia county, N. Y., October 3, 1807. His family long resided
at Weathersfield, Connecticut, and the old building is still standing where his great-
grandfather used to do business. In 1825 his father moved to Genesee county, and it
was on the famous hunting grounds of the Seneca Indians that Mr. Wolcott acquired his
love for hunting, that formed the chief pastime of his life. January 29, 1832, he married
Miss Elizabeth Baldwin, who was born November 4, 1808, at Dorset, Bennington county,
Vermont. She still survives the loved companion of more than half a century. He, first
came to Michigan in 1834, and having formed a traveling acquaintance with an old
gentleman, they walked from Detroit to Ann Arbor. The cholera was raging in Detroit at
that time. From Ann Arbor they took a stage to Jackson, following the trail which crossed
the Grand River near the present site of the State prison. A man named Russell kept
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tavern at the crossing. Mr. Wolcott could have bought the prison site for $300 at that-

time. John M. Dwight kept a variety store, and Bill Bothwell was landlord of the Thompson
House, which had Indian blankets for windows. Messrs. Blackman, Hamlin, Bailey, Moody,
Durand, Russey and Allen were also residents, and constituted the nucleus of the present
prosperous city of Jackson. The surveyors were running the Clinton road through Jackson
when Mr. Wolcott arrived, and they were camped on the hill where Gov. Blair's residence
now stands.

Mr. Wolcott and his friend, George Woodworth, followed the surveyors over the new
road, through snow and rain, to Tompkins Center, where they resolved to locate a

mill in the wilderness; but after retracing their steps to Monroe to visit the land office,
they ascertained that the land they wanted was taken by another man. Thoroughly
discouraged, Mr. Wolcott went to York State, but returned the following year and located
the fine farm in the town of Hamlin, Eaton county, where he continued to reside for fifty
years. At the time of his arrival a man named Booth, living at Onondaga, was the only
white man in Ingham county. The land office was located in Kalamazoo, and Mr. Wolcott
had to go there to secure his homestead, most of the journey on foot.

They were selling town lots in Battle Creek at that time for $25 each. Mr. Wolcott then went
to Detroit and washed out a bushel of apple seeds at a cider mill, with which he started a
nursery on his new farm, and furnished many of the present orchards in this section, but
the project was not a financial success. He returned to New York for his family in the fall of
1835, but came back in the spring of 1837 to build his house and fix up before 7 50 moving
here. He then went to New York State, bought a fine team, and with his family traveled
through Canada to Detroit, and thence to Jackson, where he sold his team for $375 to
Paul B. Ring and D. B. Hibbard, who used them in the stage and mail business. It was

the finest outfit ever brought to Jackson at that time. Mr. Wolcott's subsequent adventures
with wolves, bears and other wild animals would, if written out, form an interesting volume.
He was very fond of hunting, and easily supplied his table with delicious game, but the
hardships attending those days were numerous and severe. His trusty rifle was for years
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his steadfast friend when he came on foot to Jackson to get his mail, and it never failed
him in encounters with wild animals.

Mr. Wolcott reared a family of six children — Grove H., William V., Mark S., Thomas C.,
Charles C., and Josephine. The latter died in 1861.

This aged pioneer who has gone to his rest was all through life a man of strict integrity
and genial, kindly nature. The funeral took place from the late residence of the deceased
Wednesday afternoon, October 14, and was largely attended by his many neighbors and
friends, who loved and respected him as an upright citizen.

MRS. R. D. HENDEE

Mrs. R. D. Hendee died at the residence of her daughter, Mrs. H. M. Cole, 803 Waterloo
avenue, Saturday evening, October 17, 1885, at nine o'clock. Deceased had lived in
Jackson county since 1836, and had been a member of the Baptist church since its
organization here.

WILLIAM KNICKERBOCKER

William Knickerbocker died at his home, 101 N. Blackstone street, October 19, 1885, aged
eighty-six years, after a short illness. Deceased had lived in this county 49 years, locating
in Pulaski in 1836. He was born in Dutchess county, New York, December 24, 1799. He
was well and favorably known in this county, where he lived an honorable, upright life, and
was one of the best of citizens. He was the father of Charles R. Knickerbocker and Mrs.
Morris Knapp.

MRS. RACHEL ELMER

Mrs. Rachael Elmer, wife of Franklin Elmer, died October 21, at her home in Arland,
Michigan, in the eighty-first year of her age, leaving an aged husband and five children to
mourn her departure. Mr. and Mrs. Elmer were married in 1829 and have walked the path
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of life together for fifty-six years. He was the first town clerk at Leslie, and built the first

frame house 51 there. He served in the U. S. army from 1826 to 1837. Thus he breasted
the storms of pioneer life and lent an earnest and helpful hand to the development of our
State. The mourning husband and children have the sympathy of a large circle of friends.

WOODTHORP HARRISON

Woodthorp Harrison, so long known as the hotel-keeper at Napoleon, died October 23,
1885, from a cancerous affection of the face. Mr. Harrison came to this state from England
and located at Brooklyn, in this county, some time about 1852, and by his own energy
acquired a fair competency. He made many friends, and although he had almost reached
the three score and ten years, yet his vigorous constitution would have carried him along
some years more had he not been attacked by this fatal malady.

JOHN FRENCH

John French died at 1 o'clock on the morning of October 26, 1885, at his residence, in the
township of Spring Arbor, of paralysis, in the seventy-fifth year of his age. The funeral took
place at the church in Spring Arbor, Tuesday morning at 10:30. Deceased was a pioneer
of Jackson county, coming to Spring Arbor from Ontario county, N. Y., more than fifty
years ago, where he took up a farm from the government and has lived in the same place
for half a century. He leaves a wife and five children, namely Moses J. French, Elizabeth,
wife of John Denton, of this city, Maria, wife of John Cogswell of Spring Arbor, Martha
French and Joseph A. French, of Spring Arbor.

ELIZABETH WATERSTREET

Elizabeth Waterstreet, wife of Christopher Waterstreet, died October 27, 1885, at the
residence in Napoleon, of paralysis, aged seventy years. Deceased leaves a husband and
sister to mourn her loss. She had been a resident of Napoleon for nineteen years.
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ALLEN GREEN

Allen Green, of Napoleon, died Monday, November 16, 1885, at his residence, aged
ninety-six years. He was one of Jackson county's pioneers, coming here from Oneida
county, N. Y., in 1836, and settling in the township of Napoleon, where he resided for
almost half a century.

JOHN PUTMAN

John Putman, of Leoni, died at 2:30 P. M., November 30, 1885, of paralysis of the brain,
at the age of eighty-one years and four months. He leaves a 52 wife, three sons and a
daughter, Mrs. J. W. Solomon, of this city. He had resided in the township forty-five years
and came there from Rochester, N. Y.

JEREMIAH MARVIN

Jeremiah Marvin died at his residence on Lansing avenue, Dec. 22, 1885, at 7 o'clock,

P. M., in the eighty-first year of his age. He came to Jackson at a very early day, from
Stafford, Genesee county, N. Y. His property was at one time estimated at $50,000 a
considerable portion of it being 500 acres of land lying partly within the city limits, and 900
acres in Mississippi, which he willed, five years ago, to his wife. He leaves a wife and one
child.

THOMAS MAYETT

Thomas Mayett died at the residence of his son, Thomas Mayett, Jr., in Blackman, on

Christmas day, aged ninety-five years, nine months and thirteen days. He was born in

Buckinghamshire, England, and came from there to Michigan in 1834, and has been a
resident of Jackson county over forty-nine years. He was a member of the First Baptist
Church and always a zealous Christian. He leaves one son and three daughters.
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S. C. CRAFTS

S. C. Crafts died Wednesday, February 3, 1885, at his home in Blackman, aged seventy-
one years. He came to this county from New York, in 1846, and was for some time in the
grocery business in the city of Jackson.

GEN. WILLIAM JACKSON

William Jackson died at the residence of his brother, James Jackson, at Cazenovia, N.
Y., at 11 o'clock A. M., Feb. 4, 1886. For nearly fifty years Gen. Jackson was a resident
of Jackson county, coming to Leoni in 1838 and to this city in 1852. He was born in
Cazenovia, N. Y., in February, 1814; he entered Union college at Schenectady, N. Y.,
when very young, where he was a classmate of ex-Gov. Austin Blair, and here, it is said,
he gained the title of “general” from Dr. Knott, which has always clung to him. In 1844

he was a candidate for the legislature from this county and was defeated by an error in
reporting the votes, which fact elected his competitor, Austin Blair. In 1852 he opened

a grocery store at the corner of Main and Mechanic streets. After three years he moved
across the street and located where Webb's drug store now stands, and continued there
until 1860. He then, in company with Benj. Mosher, built a brick block, with a large hall
above, on the site where the Pratt & Myers stores are now standing. 53 It was destroyed
by fire in 1869, but the block was shortly after rebuilt in its present form. In 1859 Gen.
Jackson was elected mayor of Jackson, and in this capacity he attained a wide reputation
as a progressive executive. Gen. Jackson was a firm friend to many struggling young men
and helped them to various positions where they subsequently achieved distinction and
honor. He had a highly cultivated mind and has left many mementoes in prose and verse
of rare literary excellence. Gen. Jackson never married. About a year before his death,
having amassed a comfortable fortune, and being warned by a severe iliness, he closed
his business in Jackson and returned to his native village to die amid the scenes of his
youth.
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MRS. MARY HAWKINS

Mrs. Mary Hawkins, of Parma, aged ninety-one years, died of old age, Sunday afternoon,
February 7, 1886. She was a native of Vermont, and came to this State half a century ago.
One of her sons, L. D. Hawkins, is a resident of this city.

ALONZO FERRIS

Alonzo Ferris came to Jackson in 1846, and was agent at the State prison for one year,
and afterwards keeper for thirteen years, and was appointed in 1847 as one of the

State commissioners to establish the capital grounds at Lansing. He died in Saginaw on
Wednesday, February 10, 1886, and his remains were taken to Jackson for burial. Mr.
Ferris was born in Bennington, Vermont, in 1797, and was therefore nearly ninety years
of age. He came to Michigan in 1833 and settled at Flint, where then there were but four
families. When he took charge of the State prison in 1846 there were only 120 convicts
confined. He leaves a son in Saginaw, with whom he lived while there, and two daughters
in the city of Jackson, while many relatives and associates also mourn the loss of an old
and valued friend.

A. V. BERRY

Abram V. Berry of Jackson died March 24, 1886, aged eighty-two years. He was born

in Berona, N. Y., August 29, 1804. He was appointed colonel of a New York regiment
before he came to Michigan, by Gov. Clinton, and has been known as Colonel Berry by
the people of Michigan. He has been known to most of the inhabitants from one end of the
State to the other by his public work as a contractor and explorer. He, in a common forge,
made the first bar of iron made from Lake Superior iron. He was the first president of the
village of Jackson, and its marshal for several years, and held the office of weighmaster
when he died. A special meeting of the city council, March 25, passed resolutions of merit
and condolence, and the council attended the funeral in their official capacity.
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KALAMAZOO COUNTY

BY HENRY BISHOP

Martin Turner, died June 19, 1885, aged 81 years.

William Skinner, died July 1, 1885, aged 80 years.

Thomas Van Guilder, died July 14, 1885, aged 77 years.
John B. Ide, died August 15, 1885, aged 74 years.

George Crooks, died August 27, 1885, aged 81 years.
Robert R. Campbell, died July 13, 1885, aged 84 years.
Wilber A. Cooley, died August 17, 1885, aged 70 years.
Elizabeth Weller, died September 24, 1885, aged 80 years.
Gilbert Higgins, died September 1, 1885, aged 82 years.
Lucina Armstrong, died September 14, 1885, aged 73 years.
Samuel Prayles, died October 10, 1885, aged 79 years.
John Hogeboom, died October 24, 1885, aged 75 years.
Melankton Freeman, died October 24, 1885, aged 86 years.
Preston |. McCrary, died October 30, 1885, aged 80 years.

George A. Goodrich, died November 1, 1885, aged 61 years.
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Susan Barney, died November 1, 1885, aged 76 years.
Adelia A. Clifford, died November 15, 1885, aged 72 years.
Joseph Skinner, died November 21, 1885, aged 84 years.
Hamilton Wyman, died December 9, 1885, aged 86 years.
Horace Sawyer, died December 29, 1885, aged 79 years.
James Mason, died December 28, 1885, aged 85 years.
Eli Johnson, died January 21, 1886, aged 88 years.
Benjamin Toby, died —, aged 89 years.

Harriett Watts, died February 9, 1886, aged 85 years.
Benjamin F. Smith, died May 1, 1886, aged 82 years.
Peter Knip, died May 14, 1886, aged 78 years.

Philo D. Clark, died May 20, 1886, aged 71 years.

KENT COUNTY

To the Pioneer Society of the State of Michigan :

The delegates from The Old Residents' Association of the Grand River Valley respectfully
report that Robert Hilton, the President of that Association, who was also one of your Vice-
Presidents, has deceased since your last meeting and with your permission present a
copy of the memorial and resolution adopted, on motion of Thomas B. Church, on the

occasion of his funeral, on the 16th day of July, A. D. 1885.
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MEMORIAL

Robert Hilton, our late President, was born in New Hampshire, 1799; his youth on a farm
was one of labor and limited school privileges. He was early apprenticed to learn the
carpenter trade, and in that day apprenticeship meant hard work, strict discipline and
careful instruction.

He pursued this vocation when duly admitted, in Boston, then in Utica, then in Detroit.

In the latter city he, in partnership with H. H. LeRoy, took a high position in the trade.

In 1836 he came with his family to the little settlement of Grand Rapids, in which place,
subsequently a village, and then the present city, and its vicinity he has ever resided.

He purchased a tract of land in the now town of Walker and commenced improvements
thereon, and the “Hilton Farm,” under his energetic management, soon became a noted
point on the “Lower River.” In 1848 he sold out anal returned to Grand Rapids, where, as
well as at Grand Haven, he had meanwhile superintended the erection of many buildings,
then regarded as of much importance.

For several years he continued engaged in his trade principally, and St. Mary's Church
(west side), a purely Gothic structure, is a durable monument of his skill. Vigorous in body
and mind, he soon became quite prominent in social positions; in the religious circle, as a
New Churchman and a Universalist; in politics, a firm and aggressive democrat. He was
chosen one of the commissioners who, before the creation of the board of supervisors,
governed the county. During his administration the court house was built on Fulton street
park. He held several other offices in county, village and city with credit to himself and
benefit to constituents. In his greater age he began a business more suitable thereto, and
as agent for owners of real estate, and as a dealer therein, has been especially known

to the present generation of our people. Living plainly, he accumulated a property, the
product of frugality and industry, untainted by exaction and speculation. He lived without
feat or favor of anyone, fulfilled conscientiously all trusts, earned high respect, which,
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amongst those who could review years of companionship with him as old settlers, and as
age softened the originally positive and somewhat combative features of his character and
conduct, became a warmer sentiment, and drew the hearts of his old associates to him as
well as their judgments.

He repeatedly asked to be excused from the cares of the presidency of this body, filled

by him many years, as he was bent down more and more under the inevitable burden of
age; but this organization really seemed incomplete without that staunch-made, thorough-
rigged, live-oak old man in the chair, and he was annually re-elected.

56

At the head of our column he goes calmly and even rejoicingly into the breach of death.
Over his departure we cannot mourn; it is the natural, desirable close to such a life. Those
near to him in blood relationship have cause of felicitation, not of grief, in the career and
close thereof of this sturdy exemplar of the best hereditary characteristics of his native
New England. Therefore

Resolved, That this Association do now proceed to the funeral of Robert Hilton, our
deceased president, and render our last tribute of regard to him; recognizing the virtues of
his life, the manly courage and christian submissiveness with which he passed away.

LENAWEE COUNTY

BY FRANCIS A. DEWEY

DEATHS IN JUNE, 1885

Jane Knight, Blissfield, aged 67 years.
Margaret Holliway, Adrian, aged 60 years.

Clinton Kelly, Macon, aged 56 years.
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Jane Sheeler, Cambridge, aged 75 years.
DEATHS IN JULY, 1885

Edward Landon, Tecumseh, aged 70 years.
Rollin Hill, Morenci, aged 85 years.

Henry Gross, Riga, aged 70 years.

William Taylor, Rome, aged 70 years.

Levi Sherman, Rollin, aged 77 years.

Isaac Deane, Adrian, aged 74 years.

Homer Turner, Addison, aged 75 years.

Mrs. J. C. Clough, Tecumseh, aged 65 years.
Mrs. Wm. Knight, Blissfield, aged 80 years.
Joshua Kuder, Clinton, aged 74 years.

Mrs. Mary A. Lancaster, Franklin, aged 87 years.
DEATHS IN AUGUST, 1885

Mrs. Eliza Phillips, Fairfield, aged 74 years.
Mrs. T. T. Kneeland, Tecumseh, aged 73 years.

Ephraim Willard, Adrain, aged 74 years.

Historical collections. Collections and researches made by the Michigan pioneer and historical society ... Reprinted by authority of the
Board of state auditors. Volume 9 http://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbum.5298b



Library of Congress

Mrs. Hannah Prettiplace, Madison, aged 92 years.

Mrs. Wm. Britton, Macon, aged 77 years.
57
DEATHS IN SEPTEMBER

Mrs. Phoebe Austin, Addison, aged 75 years.
Mrs. Lydia L. Seelye, Medina, aged 77 years.
Mrs. Alva Holt, Morenci, aged 69 years.
Artemita Merrick, Adrian, aged 75 years.
Whitman Ripley, Rome, aged 86 years.
Jonathan Lapham, Adrian, aged 69 years.
Emiline Himes, Fairfield, aged 53 years.

Mrs. O'Brine, Hudson, aged 83 years.

Nancy Van Fleet, Hudson, aged 86 years.
Reuben I. Bird, Clayton, aged 74 years.
DEATHS IN OCTOBER, 1885

Ellen Hagerman, Fairfield, aged 75 years.
William Bills, Hudson, aged 60 years.

Jonna Coryell, Clinton, aged 70 years.
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Thomas Cripps, Blissfield, aged 70 years.
Thomas Blacker, Ridgeway, aged 78 years.

P. T. Hough, Rome, aged 75 years.

Seth W. Fenton, Madison, aged 78 years.
Deacon Farley, Medina, aged 80 years.

Helen Miscer, Adrain, aged 58 years.

Martha A. Childs, Hudson, aged 70 years.
John C. O'Dell, Fairfield, aged 74 years.

C. Bennett, Adrain, aged 83 years.

DEATHS IN NOVEMBER, 1885

Anson Fisher, Palmyra, aged 76 years.
Sylvester Slater, Canandaigua, aged 70 years.
Alice Hough, Rome, aged 77 years.

Mary L. Sheldon, Blissfield, aged 66 years.
Mrs. Lydia Furgeson, Cambridge, aged 80 years.
Mrs. Wm. Graves, Adrian, aged 82 years.

Mrs. E. N. Nichols, Tecumseh, aged 87 years.

Historical collections. Collections and researches made by the Michigan pioneer and historical society ... Reprinted by authority of the
Board of state auditors. Volume 9 http://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbum.5298b



Library of Congress

Mrs. Elizabeth Quackenbos, Tecumseh, aged 70 years.
Mrs. Augustus Montgomery, Ridgeway, aged 76 years.
Mrs. Maria P. Lebaron, Tecumseh, aged 78 years.

Uri Decker, Rome, aged 80 years.

Wm. Word, Rome, aged 80 years.

Edward D. Pearson, Hudson, aged 66 years. 8
58
Isaac D. Miller, Ridgeway, aged 85 years.

Susan Drake, Woodstock, aged 74 years.

Mrs. Close, Medina, aged 75 years.

Stephen Spear, Seneca, aged 77 years.

Archibald Brown, Fairfield, aged 81 years.

Joseph Binns, Rollin, aged 76 years.

Mrs. John Brooks, Rome, aged 51 years.

Mrs. Almira Morse, Tecumseh, aged 74 years.
Mrs. Nicholas Stafford, Cambridge, aged 83 years.
Samuel Rose, Clinton, aged 79 years.

Ira J. Hagerman, Fairfield, aged 70 years.
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Mrs. Russell, Macon, aged 75 years.

Mrs. Philip Morse, Fairfield, aged 81 years.
Bridget Kelley, Clinton, aged 74 years.
Alexander Pierce, Hudson, aged 80 years.
Eliza Taylor, Cambridge, aged 82 years.
Joseph W. Gray, Tecumseh, aged 81 years.
Amelia Brownell, Rollin, aged 76 years.
Clark Hall, Raisin, aged 77 years.
DEATHS IN MARCH, 1886

Wm. Freeman, Ogden, aged 90 years.
James Berry, Adrian, aged 75 years.

Mrs. Peter Clement, Adrian, aged 76 years.
Mrs. Anso Bakus, Adrian, aged 70 years.
Austin Thayer, Fairfield, aged 90 years.
George H. Mills, Hudson, aged 70 years.
Dwella M. Clapp, Adrian, aged 80 years.

Eveline Wilson, Madison, aged 85 years.

Historical collections. Collections and researches made by the Michigan pioneer and historical society ... Reprinted by authority of the
Board of state auditors. Volume 9 http://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbum.5298b



Library of Congress

Orrin Hiscock, Raisin, aged 84 years.

Mr. Hardy, Franklin, aged 80 years.

Shubel Mosher, Tecumseh, aged 87 years.
Jesse Fleming, Adrian, aged 75 years.
Hannah Van Aiken, Hudson, aged 85 years.
Christopher Collwell, Hudson, aged 65 years.
M. Hendricks, Weston, aged 76 years.

Levi Stevens, Rome, aged 75 years.
DEATHS IN APRIL, 1886

Mary Lobraige, Tecumseh, aged 83 years.
59

Caroline L. Tindall, Tecumseh, aged 71 years.
Mr. Deane, Adrian, aged 80 years.

Geo. H. Kedzie, Deerfield, aged 66 years.
Catharine Soper, Dover, aged 75 years.

John Kessler, Clayton, aged 64 years.
DEATHS IN MAY, 1886

Mrs. David Coryell, Ridgeway, aged 70 years.
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Geo. P. Wood, Blissfield, aged 70 years.
Noah K. Green, Medina, aged 82 years.
Mary Lapham, Rome, aged 96 years.
Albert Southworth, Raisin, aged 70 years.
Samuel Sweet, Adrian, aged 85 years.
Ezra De Puy, Clinton, aged 67 years.
Rebecca Chandler, Riga, aged 81 years.

One hundred and five pioneers have died in Lenawee county during the last twelve
months, and we can most truly record that they were among the most estimable citizens
of Michigan. The average age of the one hundred and five was seventy years. The oldest
was Mrs. Mary Lapham, of Rome township, aged ninety-six years; there were thirty-two
who died between eighty and ninety years of age; four over ninety.

MARQUETTE COUNTY
BY PETER WHITE

Mrs. Mehitable E. Everitt, wife of Philo M. Everitt, was born at Concord, N. H., December
8, 1818, and died at Marquette, December 1, 1883. She came to Michigan in November,
1840, and settled at Jackson, where she lived ten years. She resided at Marquette from
1850 to the time of her death.

60
OAKLAND COUNTY
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BY O. POPPLETON

The following pioneers of Oakland county have died since the last meeting held in June,
1885: —

Names. Place of Birth. Year of Settlement. Town. Date of Death. Age. Alger, Josiah

H. Bloomfield, Ont. Co., N. Y. 1823 Troy Dec. 17, 1885 75 Butler, Harvey Covington,

N. Y. 1844 Orion Dec. 17, 1885 57 Buckner, S. D. Warren Co., N. Y. 1836 Orion Dec.
17, 1885 66 Bartlett, Dr. Richard Glastonbury, England 1839 Independence May 28,
1885 62 Cobb, M. G. Manlius, Onon. Co., N. Y. 1833 Independence July 19, 1885 73
Crawford, John Donegal, Ireland 1839 Milford Nov., 1885 78 Downey, Alexander County
Down, Ireland 1836 Groveland Nov. 3, 1885 85 Draper, Albert F. Marlborough, Mass
1833 Pontiac April 3, 1886 68 Deveraux, S. M. Rensselaer Co., N. Y. 1847 Pontiac
June 19, 1885 83 Green, Ruth Newark, N. J. 1834 Novi Sept., 1885 87 Green, Polly
Springwater, Liv. Co., N. Y. 1824 Farmington Feb. 27, 1886 83 Hardenborg, Helen 1822
Pontiac June 3, 1886 69 Howard, Horatio N. Pittsfield, Berks. Co., Mass. 1828 Pontiac
May 3, 1886 80 Horton, Henry W. Oswego (May 31, 1797). N. Y. 1830 Groveland April
3, 1886 88 Hunter, James G. Montgomery, Or., Co., N. Y. 1837 Bloomfield Oct., 1885 75
Knight, Mrs. Potter Bennington, Vt. 1836 Farmington Mar. 3, 1886 67 Lapham, Norton
Palmyra, N. Y. 1825 Farmington Jan. 1, 1886 79 McKnight, David Hebron, N. Y. 1833
Oxford Nov. 26, 1885 76 McKinley, John G. New York City 1836 Commerce April, 1886
51 Morehouse, Matthew Canada 1837 Holly Nov., 1885 72 Sprague, James M. Seneca
Co., N. Y. 1831 South Lyon July 6, 1885 66 Stuart, Orlando G. Sherman, Fairfield Co.,
Con. 1834 Avon May 21, 1886 68 Toms, Martin M. East Bloomfield, N. Y. 1826 Troy Oct.,
1885 76 Toms, Ira Great Barrington, Mass. 1825 Troy May 7, 1886 92 Tyler, Noah Chili,
N. Y. 1845 Orion June 19, 1885 61 Wilcox, Lyman G. Rome, N. Y. 1824 Avon July 31,
1885 82 Armstrong, Theodore C. Tyne Seneca Co., N. Y. 1836 West Bloomfield Sept. 7,
1885 66 Barnum, William Utica (Nov. 20, 1807) N. Y. 1836 Wayne Co. Nov. 18, 1885 78
Burch, Electa Pomfret, (Feb. 11, 1803) Vt. 1832 Commerce April 13, 1886 83 Benedict,
Delia E. Albany (1803), N. Y. 1851 Detroit Nov. 14, 1885 82 Cox, Mrs. Harriet Orwell,
Vt. 1840 Southfields Jan. 23, 1886 96 Clark, Mrs. Ester Maine 1830 Troy Feb., 1886 78
Everts, Mrs. Miles Broome Co., N. Y. 1826 Bloomfield Oct. 23, 1885 81 Fosdick, Mrs. Alvin
Kingsborough, Mon. C., N. Y. 1842 Bloomfield Dec. 31, 1885 75 61 Fosdick, William B.
Clinton, Duchess Co., N.Y. 1833 Oakland April 17, 1886 78 Fuller, Benjamin Orwell, Vt.
1825 Southfields June, 1885 80 Frink, Mrs. Susan Cohoctah, Steuben Co., N. Y. 1835
Troy Aug. 6, 1885 73 Ganong, Rebecca Cole Sussex Co., N. J. 1835 Waterford Mar. 11,
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1886 81 Lockwood, John O. Albany, N. Y. 1843 Highland Aug. 14, 1885 70 Leland, Daniel
England 1840 Waterford April 5, 1886 82 Olmstead, Harley Pillstown, Ren. Co., N.Y. 1830
White Lake Oct. 1, 1885 82 Phipps, Chester M. Rochester, Oakl. Co., Mich. Nov. 27, 1885
53 Merryweather, Horatio Yorkshire, England 1853 Springfield Sept. 9, 1885 85 Ripley,
Whitman Hoosac Falls, N. Y., 1802 1836 Lenawee Co Sept. 21, 1885 83 Rice, Benjamin
A. Grotton, Allegheny Co., N. Y. 1848 Pontiac Nov. 14, 1885 61 Selby, Warren B. 1819
1849 Farmington Nov. 12, 1885 66 Sandbrook, William England, April 30, 1807 (killed

by R. R. train) 1835 Bloomfield Nov. 17, 1885 78 Sandbrook, Mary Ann England, Oct.

26, 1814 1835 Bloomfield Nov. 17, 1885 71 Sinclair, Laura H. Vermont, Sept. 16, 1804
1847 Lyon Jan. 7, 1886 81 Shea, Mrs. Rebecca 1799 Pontiac Nov. 22, 1885 86 Whitsell,
George B. Warren Co., N.J., Feb. 2, 1805 1853 Orion Dec. 21, 1885 80

| have been enabled to collect the data and report the names of 51 pioneers whose deaths
have occurred during the past year in the county. Aggregate number of years, 3,778.

Average age, 74 1-13. Oldest, Mrs. Harriet Cox, 96. Next oldest, Ira Toms, 92.
BRIEF SKETCHES

Lyman G. Wilcox was born in Rome, N. Y., 1802, came to Michigan in 1823, returned

to New York the same year, and in 1824 returned to Michigan and settled in Rochester,
Oakland county. Died July 31, 1885. He was one of the earliest settlers in his township.
Was ever noted for his enterprise, business capacity, integrity and benevolence. He had
witnessed and assisted in the development of his county, which ranks second to none in
the State.

Noah Tyler, born in Chili, N. Y., October 19, 1821. Came to Michigan in 1841. Settled in
Orion on a farm. Moved to Pontiac in 1868. Was elected secretary of the Oakland County
Agricultural Society for fourteen consecutive years. He was an efficient, capable, faithful
officer. He died June 19, 1885.

Mrs. Polly Green, widow of Wardell Green, was born in Springwater, Livingston county, N.
Y., September 26, 1802. Married in 1820. Settled in Farmington in 1824. Was the second
white woman who settled in the township.
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Ira Toms, aged ninety-two years, one month and twenty—six days, died at his home in
Birmingham, May 7, 1886. Born in Great Barrington, Mass., March 12, 1794. Removed
with his parents to Bloomfield, Ontario county, N. Y., in 1800. From there he went to
Yarmouth near Kettle Creek, Canada West, in 1820, where he married Mime Crawford,
daughter of David Crawford, December 9, 1821, with whom he lived until her death, May
2, 1866. He became a member of the Presbyterian Church, in Bloomfield, Ontario county,
N. Y., in 1818, and assisted in organizing a society in Birmingham in 1834. Mr. Toms was
a pensioner of the war of 1812, having been engaged in the service of his country, in the
defense of the Niagara frontier, where he contracted a permanent disability. In 1824 he
removed from Canada and settled in Troy, Mich., locating the w %2 of the s w ¥4, sec. 28,
town 2 north, range 11 east, and assisted in developing said township. He subsequently
sold this farm and purchased on sections 29 and 32 in the same township, moving upon
the lands in 1832. In 1856 he removed to Birmingham, where he lived until his death. Thus
passed away one after another the very early pioneers of the State.

Henry Wisher Horton, born in Oswego, N. Y., May 31, 1797. Married Ada Jennings, in
Pennfield, N. J., January 31, 1819, who died January 20, 1856. In 1830 with his wife and
three children he came from Royalton, Niagara county, N. Y., by land, with a covered
wagon and team, settling in Groveland, Oakland county, Michigan. Was elected town
clerk at the first election held in the township in 1835, holding many offices of trust and
responsibility in his township. He was the last of the old pioneer settlers of his township
to pass over the river. He was one of the original stockholders of the Oakland Chronicle;
was strictly a temperate man, and early took issue against the use of alcholic liquors as a
beverage; was a member of the M. E. Church. In him was witnessed a pleasing example
of happy old age. He died at nearly the age of eighty-nine years.
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Harley Olmstead was born June 19, 1803, in Pittstown, Rensselaer county, N. Y. He made
the first entry of government land in White Lake township, building its first house in 1832.
He died October 1, 1885.

Horatio Merryweather was born in Yorkshire, England, August 20, 1800. Came to the
United States in 1851, was employed in the government survey of Lake Superior country;
settled in Springfield in 1853; served as surveyor for Oakland county for four years; died in
Springfield, September 9, 1885.

DR. EDWARD BARTLETT

Dr. Edward Bartlett, a well known and much respected physician of northern Oakland, died
at his home in the village of Springfield, Friday night, May 28, 1885, of consumption, aged
sixty-two years.

63

The deceased was born in Glastonbury, Somersetshire, England, in 1824. He came to
America with his parents in 1829, living in Onondaga and Cayuga counties, N. Y., until
1839, when he came to Michigan, and this county, with the family, settling in the township
of Independence, on new land north of Clarkston village. Here the deceased spent his
boyhood and struggled hard to obtain an education, the crowning motive of his early
life. He read medicine with Dr. Abbey in Clarkston, and attended lectures at the medical
department of the Western Reserve College at Cleveland, Ohio, Dr. W. G. Elliott, of this
City, belonged to the same class. From this college he received his diploma and began
practice in Springfield, Clarkston, and vicinity, where he practised until prostrated by
disease. For almost a quarter of a century he had been postmaster, and had been town
clerk several terms.

The following ante mortem poem was written by Dr. Bartlett in 1846, and published in
the Gazette , to which he was a frequent contributor. While the sentiment as applied to

Historical collections. Collections and researches made by the Michigan pioneer and historical society ... Reprinted by authority of the
Board of state auditors. Volume 9 http://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbum.5298b



Library of Congress

mankind is of universal application, it is a fitting and appropriate benediction on his own
life, and in his case the sentiment, “O that | may die with my friends,” was gratified, and he
passed to his long home amid the tears and caresses of those he loved most.

ANTE MORTEM
“What 'vails it where we barter life.”

“O that | may die with my friends,” Is often expressed with a sigh; But when grim death
with his message attends, It will matter not where we die. The place where we barter our
life To pay the great debt which we owe, Tho' it even would be in battle's strife Where life's
last breath shall go.

Are there any who truly would grieve, Or for my departure would care? | would be far away
when my soul takes its leave, Their feelings | gladly would spare. Let not a tear moisten
the eye When my life shall be drawn near a close, For I'd cheerfully live and as cheerfully
die As the weary would seek for repose.

And if there are none to deplore. Sincerely to grieve when I'm dead, Then, too, would | die
on some distant shore; No false-hearted friends near my bed To shed the deceitful tear
With a cold unfeeling heart. | would rather the stranger alone should be near When this
spirit from earth shall depart.

64

Aye, little, | ween 'twill avail Where we are when that debt becomes due, We have lived,
we must die, 'tis an oft told tale, Yet to us, as to others, 'tis true. But when we are borne to
our rest, Be it here or afar o'er the sea, If we're fondly remembered by some feeling breast,
How blest will our memory be.

SAGINAW COUNTY
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BY CHARLES W. GRANT
CHARLES A. LULL

Charles A. Lull, one of the oldest pioneers of the county, died at his residence in
Bridgeport, July 11, 1885. His demise was the result of no special disease, but rather the
wearing out of the physical frame that had endured past the allotted three score years and
ten.

Mr. Lull was born in Windsor, Windsor county, Vermont, May 17, 1809. He was the son

of Joab Lull, also of Windsor. His father was a lieutenant in the war of 1812, and his
grandfather was a captain in the revolutionary war. Mr. Lull received a liberal education for
those days and learned the mason's trade. On reaching young manhood he went to New
York State, where he worked a short time at his trade. In 1832 he came to Michigan and
settled in Oakland county. The next year he removed to Saginaw and located eighty acres
of land in section one, of the town of Spaulding, and became the first farmer to locate on
the east side of the river in this county. He lived here eighteen or twenty years and then
located one hundred acres in the town of Bridgeport, where he lived ever afterwards.
After he located his farm in Spaulding he went to Detroit to enter it, and made the journey
back with a yoke of oxen and a cart which he purchased there. He was married October
3, 1835, to Roxy Whitney, of Nelson, Madison county, N. Y., who died in January,

1880. They had three children, all of whom are living. They are Mrs. D. A. Pettibone, of
Bridgeport, C. L. Lull, who occupies the farm in Spaulding, and Mrs. Isam Simons, of
Bridgeport. In 1882 Mr. Lull married Miss Ward, of East Saginaw, who survives him. The
hardships endured by this pioneer family were many. Mr. Lull raised the first wheat grown
in Saginaw county. He took it to Waterford, Oakland county, to be ground, carrying it on a
sled drawn by two yoke of oxen. On his first trip to Saginaw he came from Flint by canoe,
and on arriving here 65 was entertained under the hospitable roof of the late Judge Jewett,
at Green Point. There were no roads from here to Flint at that time, nothing but Indian
trails. Mrs. Lull made the first cheese and first woolen cloth ever made in this county. After
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Mr. Lull removed to Bridgeport he built a saw mill, which he operated for a short time, and
in 1863 he sunk a salt well. He built the Center House at Bridgeport, which he kept for
many years. Mr. Lull was an honest, upright, square dealing, highly respected citizen. In
politics he was a republican, and during the war was a member of the Union League.

GEORGE A. FLANDERS

Wednesday evening, August 26, 1885, about 8 o'clock, George A. Flanders, a well-known
lawyer of East Saginaw, died at the house of his father-in-law, Francis Krause, of 107
North Third street. He had been confined to his bed for thirteen weeks by an illness of

a complicated nature. Mr. Flanders was born in New Hampshire in 1833, but moved to
Michigan when but a boy. Later on he graduated from the Michigan University. When the
war broke out he left for New Hampshire, and at once enlisted and went to the front. He
retired from active service wounded and gazetted with the rank of lieutenant-colonel. He
then returned to Michigan and settled in East Saginaw, where he resided ever afterward.
He held various offices, being elected justice of the peace in 1868, which he held until
1871, and prosecuting attorney in 1876, for one term. He was also at one time city
attorney. Col. Flanders was a lawyer of marked ability, a genial gentleman and excellent
linguist. He leaves three children, two girls and a boy, aged twelve, nine and six years,
respectively. Four years ago his wife died, and since then he has resided with his father-
in-law, from whose residence on the street mentioned the funeral took place on Sunday
afternoon following his death.

A representative of the Saginaw Courier , in conversation with a gentleman who had
visited Col. Flanders during his last illness, learned that the Colonel had given a history of
his life to the gentleman, who related it to the reporter.

Some little time ago | sat all night as a watcher by the bedside of Col. Flanders. He was
almost constantly in great pain, and in order to make the pain at all endurable, it was
necessary for the watcher to keep up an incessant pressure with his hands upon the
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locality of the pain. The night was hot and oppressive, and sleep was utterly impossible.
To while away the time during the weary watches of the night we conversed of many
things. That is, he talked and | listened. In agony, and, as even he himself realized,
stretched upon his dying bed. | was astonished at the elegance and purity of his language.
To any one who listened to him, if even for but a moment, it 9 66 was evident that he was
a man of splendid education and even more than ordinary attainments. his sentences,
albeit frequently interrupted by groans, were as finely constructed as those of any college
professor in the land. Among other things he told me the story of his life, and as | ever
listened to. With the garrulousness of a sick man, he told many things which he perhaps
under other circumstances might not have spoken. Such are sacred.

But some of the most interesting incidents of his life it will be no breach of honor to repeat,
and a few of these | will relate.

He was born upon a small farm in the central part of New Hampshire 52 years ago. His
father was a poor farmer, and it was all that he could do to furnish his children with the
bare necessities of life. His eldest brother, an engineer and machinist by trade, some
time in the '40's had emigrated to New Orleans, and by the year 1853 had amassed

a comfortable fortune. he was engaged in the manufacture and sale of sugar-making
machinery, and was the largest dealer in that line in the South. In the last mentioned year
the Colonel was taken under the wing of this brother, with the promise that when he had
completed his education and graduated from college, he was to go to New Orleans and
become a partner with his brother. When he had completed his preparatory course and
looked about him for a college, he chose the Michigan University, for the reason that the
then professor of French at Ann Arbor was the best known writer of French text books

in the United States. He made the study of French a specialty, as expecting to spend

the remainder of his life among the Creoles of Louisiana, he knew it would be of great
advantage to him. He also studied Latin and Greek, and was proficient in both those
languages. he also made some study of the German language while at college, but in the
main his knowledge of that language was gained after leaving college. in order to perfect
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himself in French, his summer vacations during his college course were spent at a little
village near Montreal, where not more than one or two of the inhabitants spoke English, in
the family of a well-to-do Frenchman, none of whose family talked anything but French. In
the summer of '59 he graduated from the University of Michigan with high honors, in the
same class with Prof. Adams, recently elected President of Cornell University, who, as |
can testify, speaks in the highest terms of the Colonel's record while at the university.

As soon as he had graduated he expected to go at once to New Orleans to begin the
business that was to be his through life. “But man proposes and God disposes.” And as
at this time the war clouds had already begun to 67 gather, acting upon the advice of his
brother, he concluded that it would be best to wait until the storm should blow over before
proceeding south. In order that the time spent in waiting for the political horizon to clear
should not be lost, he entered a law office, and for a year and upwards engaged in the
study of mercantile law. This slight incident was the one which determined the profession
which tie should follow through life. After a little the storm which had so long been brewing
culminated, and before the people of either the north or south realized, the war had
actually begun. Almost with the first gun, the Colonel entered the army and soon rose to
the rank of captain. After some little service in Virginia, he was ordered with the rest of the
regiment to the Gulf, with the expedition under Farragut. His brother, who had been so
long a resident of New Orleans, for a long time refused to aid the confederates, although
offered high rank in their service. At last, however, as the conflict became more bitter,

he consented to set as chief inspecting engineer of the confederate flotilla in and around
New Orleans and as such had under his charge the engineers of all the transports, etc.,
of that department. When New Orleans had itself been evacuated, the officer in command
suddenly remembered that, in the hurry of retreat, no steamer had been sent to bring away
the garrison of the small fort that guarded the inlet from the gulf into Lake Ponchartrain. A
transport was soon found, but the engineer had deserted, and none was to be found. At
this juncture Chief inspector Flanders came to the rescue, and himself took the throttle.
The garrison was safely rescued and landed at Mississippi City.
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The brothers had not heard from one another for many months, but within an hour after
the steamer, at whose throttle stood one of them, had steamed away from the fort with the
garrison in gray, another steamer landed at the fort a detachment in blue, among whom, in
the uniform of captain, was the other.

A few days after, as Captain Flanders was walking down one of the streets of New
Orleans, he found himself face to face with his brother. They stopped and looked at one
another in silence.

His brother was the first to speak. “My God, George!” he said, “how could you have the
heart to come down here to kill me and my friends?”

“It is not for that | am here,” he answered; “I am fighting to preserve the union.”

“Well, never mind.” said his brother, as with tears rolling down their cheeks they clasped
their hands, “we will not talk about that now, let us talk of home.”

And so, in the captured city, these two brothers, and yet enemies, the one 68 victor, and
the other vanquished, sat them down in the shadow of the Louisiana palms. and talked of
the brown farmhouse, nestling amid the granite hills of old New Hampshire, around whose
hearthstone they had played so many years ago; of the father, no longer young, who still
tilled the barren mountain soil; of the sister, now almost grown to womanhood, whom one
remembered but as an infant at their mother's breast; and lastly of the gray-haired mother
who had smiled above their cradles as she sang them with sweet lullabys to rest, who had
sent them forth into the world even with her blessing, who had prayed for them as they
knelt in unison beside her knee, and who, please God, beneath the northern stars, was
praying for them yet, rebel and loyal alike.

Small wonder that they forgot that they were enemies and had sworn allegiance unto
different flags.

Historical collections. Collections and researches made by the Michigan pioneer and historical society ... Reprinted by authority of the
Board of state auditors. Volume 9 http://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbum.5298b



Library of Congress

A few hours they talked, and then they parted, the one to continue in the army, the other to
become an exile in foreign lands.

“I cannot,” said the elder, “take up arms against my blood relations, neither can | fight
against my southern friends, and so there is no room for me under either the rebel or the
union flag.”

“He died,” said the Colonel to me, “about a year after. The doctors gave his disease a
learned Latin name, but | knew better—he died of a broken heart.”

Soon after the fall of New Orleans Captain Flanders was promoted to major, and was
placed in command of a regiment, the Colonel being upon detached service.

For upwards of a year he was the commanding officer of his regiment, which did good
service in the swamps of Louisiana. At last his name was sent in to Washington by the
general commanding that department with the recommendation that he be promoted to
the rank of lieutenant-colonel. the recommendation was approved at Washington, but the
governor of New Hampshire, Walter Harriman, refused to sign his commission.

Learning of this he wrote the governor a caustic letter, resigned his commission, to take
effect in thirty days, procured a furlough for that time, and came home. he went first to
Boston to see his eldest sister, and found her in tears, and when he asked her what she
had been crying about, she handed him a paper over which she had been crying. it was

a copy of his commission as Colonel, signed but two days before, which had been sent
her from Concord. He applied to the War Department to be assigned to duty in the army of
Potomac, but was curtly ordered to report for duty with his regiment in the Department of
the Gulf. This he at once did, and served there until the close of hostilities.

69

Much more he told me that | cannot now relate. And now he is dead; at last he has solved
the great conundrum of the ages: “After death, what?” A man of genial presence and a
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kind heart; a brave soldier, who served his country well; an honest man, he has run his
race and has now fallen asleep. May he rest in peace.

CHARLES C. MILLER

Yesterday, September 24, 1885, another of the pioneers of Saginaw City was called to
join the majority. Charles C. Miller died at his home on Bates street about 10:30 o'clock.
The announcement was quite unexpected, as Mr. Miller had been around until within

a day or two. On Monday mr. Miller was at work on a residence he was building at the
corner of Jefferson and Mason streets. He took a heavy cold that day, which settled on
his lungs, and which confined him to his house, though not to his bed. Yesterday morning
he ate breakfast with his family, and thought he would be able to get out and look after his
building in the afternoon. About 10 o'clock he walked up and down the room a few times,
saying that he wanted to exercise a little and gain some strength. In a few minutes he sat
down and complained that it was difficult for him to breathe. Something apparently of the
nature of paralysis followed, and in thirty minutes he was dead. mr. Miller was sixty-three
years of age on the 3d of July last, was a native of Germany, and had been a resident of
this city for thirty-two years.

He was a builder by trade, and many of the business blocks and residences of the city
were built by him. At one time he owned and operated a large planing mill and sash, door
and blind factory, in what was known as the old red warehouse, which was destroyed by
fire some ten years ago. Mr. Miller invested considerably in real estate, and at one time
was counted well off. The loss of his mill by fire and the general depression in general
business bore heavily on him financially. For the past few years he has been carrying on
building on a smaller scale. Politically, Mr. Miller was formerly a republican, but for many
years past has identified himself with the green-back party. He was its candidate for sheriff
in 1876. He was under sheriff during Henry Miller's last term as sheriff. He was at one time
city treasurer. He leaves a family of a wife and seven children—five daughters and two

Historical collections. Collections and researches made by the Michigan pioneer and historical society ... Reprinted by authority of the
Board of state auditors. Volume 9 http://www.loc.gov/resource/lhbum.5298b



Library of Congress

sons. Three of his daughters are married. They are Mrs. George Spindler, Mrs. Fred King
and Mrs. J. S. Furgeson.

DR. M. C. T. PLESSNER

The older citizens of Saginaw county, as well as many of the younger generation, were
shocked on hearing of the death of Dr. M. C. T. Plessner, the venerable German pioneer
and widely respected citizen. For years 70 deceased had been troubled with an affection
of the heart from which he died at 10:30, September 24, 1885. He was at the supper table,
as usual, and in apparently good spirits. he retired at 10 o'clock, and thirty minutes later
answered the summons that comes once to all the living. Drs. Ostrom and Davis were in
attendance. he leaves a wife and ten children, having lost two children some time since.

M. C. T. Plessner was born in Striegau, Prussia, October 20, 1813, and was a son of Prof.
Henry Plessner, of the university at Breslau, who died in 1835. The literary education of
the subject of this sketch was received at the gymnasium, and his medical course at the
United States University of Berlin. In 1849 he removed to America, locating in Saginaw
City on August 10 of that year. From 1852 to 1860 he was justice of the peace and
superintendent of the poor. In 1859 he received the appointment of captain of a company
of State militia in Saginaw, but resigned the following year. he was president of the board
of education ten years, and in 1868 was elected presidential elector. Dr. Plessner was
one of the oldest members of the Masonic order in America, having been initiated in 1835,
and organized the first lodge in this county, and had taken the thirty-third degree. hew as
also the oldest practicing physician in Saginaw county, and has always been noted for his
progressive character and activity in every enterprise calculated to enhance the material
prosperity of Saginaw. In 1881 he was elected president of the German Pioneer Society
of the Saginaw Valley, and at that time delivered an able and interesting address full of
historical data.

EBENEZER THURGOOD AND WILLIAM BARBARIN
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Two pioneers of this county were buried from the M. E. Church at Freeland yesterday.
Ebenezer Thurgood died at the residence of his son, E. P. Thurgood, near Freeland, at 10
P. M., September 25, and William Barbarin at the residence of his son, George Barbarin,
at Freeland, at 8 P. M., on the same day. They were both old pioneers of Saginaw,

having resided in this county forty years. They were both warm personal friends, both
Englishmen, and both died of old age. Mr. Thurgood was aged seventy-one and mr.
Barbarin seventy-eight years, mr. Thurgood had known of the sickness of Mr. Barbarin,
and only two hours before his death inquired for his friend.

THOMAS S. KENNEDY

Thomas S. Kennedy, a resident of Saginaw for forty-one years past, died from the effects
of cancer, November 4, 1885.

Mr. Kennedy was born at Painesville, Ohio, December 1, 1820, and was consequently
sixty-four years, eleven months and three days of age. He 71 came to Saginaw in the

fall of 1843. Two years later he returned to Ohio, returning here in 1847. In that year he
was married to Mary E. Sitterding, the daughter of a German resident and a prominent
mover in the affairs of Saginaw in its early days. he leaves a wife, one daughter and a son,
Stewart Kennedy, the deputy controller, to mourn his demise. in the summers of 1847 and
‘48 mr. Kennedy sailed the schooner Julia Smith, and was well known upon the lakes as
a vessel captain. The Smith sailed upon the lakes, making all the shore points, and going
as far as Buffalo. As captain, Mr. Kennedy brought to this city many old residents, among
whom are P. C. Andre, George Streeb and others. Giving up the life of a sailor, he settled
down in this city, and has lived here ever since. In the '60's he held positions under the
city government of more or less importance. he served as marshal from 1862 to 1864,
discharging the duties of that office faithfully and efficiently. he was the last marshal under
the elective and the first under the appointive plan. He served for four years as deputy
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sheriff and as constable for many more. During recent years a cancer gathered upon his
neck, which steadily and surely shortened his days.

OTTO ROESER

At 10:30 A. M., November 18, 1885, Judge Otto Roeser, one of Saginaw county's best
known and most esteemed German citizens, died at his home in Saginaw City. The
announcement was not surprising to those who knew the deceased best as they were well
aware that for six years past he had been suffering from a complication of diseases that
had made serious inroads of late upon a once strong constitution. The sad news came
unexpected, however, as Mr. Roeser had been confined to his bed only about two weeks,
and while his condition was worse at times than at others, none thought the end would
come so soon.

Judge Roeser was born in Halle, Prussia, November 18, 1823, and was therefore 62 years
of age on the day of his death. he graduated from the University of Halle in 1846, first
entering the university in 1841; the first two years he took a theological course, afterwards
commenced reading law and graduating as a law student, and being admitted to the bar
in the court at Appille in 1849. In 1850 he emigrated to America from Saxon Russia, and
arrived in Saginaw in June of the same year, settling on a farm on the Tittabawasee river
in the vicinity of Freeland, where he followed farming for ten years. He was elected justice
of the peace, and served the township in that capacity for four years, and for two years
acted as township clerk. In 1860 he removed to Saginaw City and was appointed deputy
register of deeds, which position he held for two years. In 1863 he was elected justice 72
of the peace in Saginaw City, and appointed superintendent of the county poor, and in
1864 he was elected to the office of judge of probate, which he continued to hold until a
year before his death.

Judge Roeser was a charter member of Germania Lodge, No. 79, and also of the Teutonia
Society, Saginaw City, and for fifteen years had been a prominent member of the school
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board of that city, having acted as secretary of the board for eight years. The deceased
leaves a wife and seven children, three boys and four girls, five of whom are minors.
William Roeser, a brother, resides at Freeland.

CHARLES B. CHOATE

Charles B. Choate, a resident of East Saginaw a quarter of a century, died Jan. 11, 1886,
at his residence on North Jefferson street, quite suddenly. Mr. Choate has been sorely
afflicted with asthma several years, and that disease is attributed as the immediate cause
of death. It is said that he had only been confined to his house two days. The writer is not
in possession of the exact data, but in 1864 deceased was a member of the hardware
firm of Shaw, Reynolds & Co., of this city, and subsequently he became the sole member
of the firm, the other partners retiring, and Mr. Choate continued in the business up to
the time of his death. He was born in St. Lawrence county, New York, and lived some
years in Milan, Ohio, serving one term in the Ohio Legislature. From Milan he removed

to East Saginaw. He was 67 years old, was a good citizen, retired and unostentatious in
temperament, and in all the relations of life above reproach.

ALBERT M. ROOT

Albert M. Root was a native of Madison county, New York, and came to East Saginaw
from Syracuse, early in 1863, in company with his partner for many years, the late A.

J. Midler. They commenced business in a building just south of the free bridge. In 1872
the firm purchased the steamer L. G. Mason and subsequently the Daniel Ball, both of
which were put upon the Saginaw River route between the Saginaws and Bay City, and
when the Ball was destroyed by fire some years later they built the Wellington R. Burt.
Mr. Midler died several years since and mr. Root continued to carry on the business,
subsequently purchasing the interest of the estate of Mr. Midler therein, although the
firm has always been styled Root & Miller. The wholesale and retail liquor and tobacco
house was removed from Water street to a building purchased by Mr. Root on, Genesee
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avenue, and the trade of the house largely increased, aside from the boating business.
Last year the business of the firm considerably exceeded $100,000, having an extent
covering 73 the entire northern portion of the State. While his business integrity was above
reproach, personally Albert M. Root was a most companionable gentleman, always easy
and courteous in his demeanor. He represented the second ward in the common council,
and performed the duties of the office with conscientious fidelity, his term expiring last
spring, and he would have been re-elected but for his positive declination. In the varied
relations of life he was a useful and respected business man and citizen, and his private
life was as quiet and unostentatious as it was spotless. Few citizens in this city had so
Wide a circle of warm personal friends, and his death was the source of profound regret.
Mr. Root was 48 years old on June 17 last, and was a Master Mason. He leaves a wife
and one daughter, Mrs. John Greenway, of Syracuse, N. Y. In his death, which occurred
June 22, 1886, the city loses a public spirited, enterprising and generous business man,
and his family a model husband and affectionate father.

GEORGE SCHMIDT

George Schmidt, a resident of Saginaw City for many years, died at his residence on
Webster street, between Jefferson and Madison, Feb. 2, 1886. After months of patient
suffering and lying at death's door for hours at a time, he at lasso succumbed to the
inevitable and breathed his last at the time indicated above. The deceased was born

on Jan. 27, 1827, at Kitzingen-on-the-Maim Germany. He attended the schools in that
city up to October, 1840. In May, 1841, he went into the employ of a firm in Regensburg
as salesman, in which occupation he continued until May, 1844. He then moved to a
neighboring city and continued in the same occupation for about five years more. In May,
1850, he removed to this country, and in 1860 commenced farming near Vassar, Tuscola
county. In 1853 he removed to Frankenmuth, where on January 3, 1854, he was married
in the German Lutheran Church to Margaretha B. Banker [Banker]. The result of their
union was nine children, of whom six are living. In 1858 he removed to this city. He had
served as township supervisor for seven years. Soon after removing here he was elected
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to the office of register of deeds, which he held for two years. At the expiration of his term
of office he went back to farming. In 1861 he was elected as county clerk, which office

he held for four years. About this time his health commenced failing and gradually grew
worse. He soon gave up the life of a farmer, and removing to this city engaged in the real
estate business. Since that time he has visited his native home in Germany twice, seeking
the restoration of his declining health. He was affected with a complication of diseases,
which ultimately were the cause of his death. 10

74
FERDINAND DIECKMANN

February 2, 1886, shortly after 11 o'clock P. M., Ferdinand Dieckmann, who for the past
thirty-seven years has been identified with East Saginaw as one of its most esteemed
citizens, breathed his last. He was taken ill about twelve days ago with an attack

of pneumonia, and Dr. Hesse, his family physician, was called in to attend him. Mr.
Dieckmann at first improved, but had a relapse and his disease developed into an attack of
typhoid pneumonia from which he died at the time mentioned. Deceased was born at the
town of Hovestadt, province of Westphalia, Prussia, De. 2, 1811, and when quite young
learned the business of surveyor. he held later on a position under the government as
surveyor of highways, and at one time was a non-commissioned officer in the Prussian
army. In 1848, when not connected with the military department of the government, and
in his character of a private citizen, Mr. Dieckmann, who had become strongly imbued
with republican principles, joined in the rebellion against the government to establish a
republic in Germany. The agitation which made that year memorable in the history of
the German nation ended in the victory of the government, and those concerned in the
rebellion had to flee for their lives. Mr. Dieckmann, who had been elevated to a position
as commander of a large body of the insurgents, was followed closely and went first

to Alsace, then a part of France, and thence he fled to Switzerland, narrowly escaping
capture, finally arriving at Genoa, in Italy, from which port he sailed for the United States
in the latter part of this most eventful year of '48. The narrow escapes and adventures
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experienced by him before reaching the sea coast have been frequently told to many of
his friends, and are of a very interesting nature. He first landed in New York, staying there
but a brief time and then going to Cheboygan, in this State, where he remained about a
year. Having purchased some property in east Saginaw, he came here to reside. This was
in the year 1849, and our city had a decidedly primitive appearance. Many a time has the
writer had long and interesting talks with the deceased over the days of East Saginaw's
infancy, and he has told how he used to shoot deer on the site of what is now the Bancroft
house. As a mark of the esteem in which he was held in those days it might be mentioned
that he was elected by the citizens as a sort of arbitrator of differences between them, a
grateful tribute to his judgment and recognized integrity. Shortly after coming to this city

he engaged in the business of floriculture, and also of gardener and dairyman, and this
business he has carried on up to the present time. In the summer of 1884 he with his wife
went over to Germany and resided there until within a few months ago, when they returned
to their home here. He 75 was a member of the Germania society and was buried under
its auspices on Friday afternoon at 2 o'clock, The Rev. Conrad Volz officiating. He leaves a
wife and four children, two boys and two girls, all gown up, and departs this life at the age
of seventy-four, respected and universally liked by all who knew him.

ST. JOSEPH COUNTY

BY H. H. RILEY

O. W. Wilcox, Centreville, died July 2, 1885, aged 81 years.
Francis Gorden, Mendon, died July 31, 1885, aged 71 years.
John Huntington, Leonidas, died July 22, 1885.

Elizabeth McElrath, Mendon, died June 19, 1885, aged 84 years.

Jane Ann Proudfit, Constantine, died August 26, 1885, aged 74 Years.
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John Bower, Mendon, died September 15, 1885, aged 85 years.
Joseph Titus, Three Rivers, died September 18, 1885.

George W. Potter, White Pigeon, died September 17, 1885, aged 80 years.
William Wheeler, Flowerfield, died September 10, 1885, aged 75 years.
William T. Clark, Mendon, died November 19, 1885, aged 78 years.
Elizabeth Hill, Colon, died November 22, 1885, aged 84 years.

Isaac W. Price, Leonidas, died November 25, 1885, aged 52 years.
Horace Sawyer, Centreville, died December 29, 1885, aged 85 years.
Samuel Bear, White Pigeon, died January 2, 1886, aged 64 years.

Mrs. Chambers, Florence, died January 3, 1886, aged 83 years.

John Shears, White Pigeon, died January 7, 1886, aged 70 years.
Julia A. Doud, Mottville, died January 9, 1886, aged 77 years.
Benjamin Perrin, Parkville, died April 5, 1886, aged 74 years.

John Anderson, Centreville, died April 22, 1886, aged 86 years.

Henry H. Brown, Mendon, died March, 1886.

Captain Frederick Sweetland, Sturgis, died September, 1885.

Mrs. Joseph Code, Sturgis, died February 23, 1886.
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Samuel C. Murdoch, Sturgis, died March 3, 1886.

Catherine Briggs, Sturgis.

Mrs. Henry Snook, Colon, died June 17, 1885, aged 56 years.

John Liddle, Colon, died November 11, 1885, aged 83 years.

Mrs. Dr. I. Sides, Colon, died June 27, 1885, aged 67 years.

Mrs. George Fister, Colon, died November 20, 1885, aged 84 years.

Elisha Hill, Colon, died November 22, 1885, aged 83 years.
76
Mrs. Michael Yetter, Colon, died November 25, 1885, aged 46 years.

Samuel Ensign, Colon, died January 25, 1886, aged 67 years.

Rev. Franklin Gage, Colon, died January 1, 1886, aged 76 years.
Mrs. George Harbster, Colon, died January 5, 1886, aged 58 years.
Mrs. Henry Grabber, colon, died April 2, 1886, aged 66 years.
Isaac Eberhart, Colon, died April 28, 1886, aged 73 years.

David Shimmel, Centreville, died May 23, 1886, aged 66 years.
Miss Ewings, Constantine, died May 18, 1886, aged 85 years.
Mary A. Shepard, Constantine, died May 18, 1886, aged 77 years.

James D. Burr, White Pigeon, died May 14, 1886, aged 43 years.
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Mrs. William McCormick, Centreville, died March 24, 1886, aged 79 years.
Eunice Mathews, Leonidas, died July, 1885, aged 83 years.

Mrs. A. Wetherby, Fabius, died October, 1885, aged 83 years.

Barak O. White, Fabius, died November, 1885, aged 70 years.

Mrs. Weld, Florence, died July, 1886.

Mrs. Horace Jones, Mendon, died April 12, 1886, aged 84 years.
Joseph Olney, Mendon, died June 1, 1886, aged 66 years.

Charles Casement, Constantine, died May 2, 1886, aged 78 years.
Charles Shucks, Constantine, died August 7, 1885, aged 45 years.

John E. Force, Constantine, died July 24, 1886, aged 65 years.

Aaron Heckman, Constantine, died March 9, 1886, aged 71 years.

Mrs. Richard Barnard, Constantine, died March 23, 1886.

Samuel Hass, Constantine, died July 19, 1885, aged 70 years.

Mrs. Adam Gentzler, Constantine, died August 20, 1885, aged 55 years.
James Houston, Constantine, died March 13, 1886, aged 66 years.
Thomas Broadley, White Pigeon, died in lllinois, 1886.

Mrs. Gilbert Foot, Leonidas, died September 16, 1885, aged 73 years.
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Mrs. Eliza Ennes, died May, 1886, aged 70 years.

Mrs. C. Rosenhoeser, White Pigeon, died September 23, 1885, aged 49 years.
Mrs. Thomas Catton, White Pigeon, died October 1, 1885.

George Biesel, junior, White Pigeon, died December 29, 1885, aged 42 years.
Mrs. Nettie Clapp Van Fleet, White Pigeon, died March 28, 1886, aged 37 years.
Joseph Theurit, White Pigeon, died April 9, 1886, aged 77 years.

Mark Roach, White Pigeon, died April 11, 1886, aged 68 years.

Josiah White, White Pigeon, died May 8, 1886, aged 44 years.

Huldah Bryant, Burr Oak, died November 18, 1885, aged 86 years.

Mary Martha Adams, Burr Oak, died November 30, 1885, aged 66 years.

Mrs. Didoma Plumb, Burr Oak, died July 20, 1885, aged 73 years.

George Harts, Burr Oak, died February 24, 1886, aged 73 years.
77
Mrs. Nancy Kelley, Burr Oak, died March 18, 1886, aged 90 years.

Mrs. Harriett Young, Three Rivers, died November, 1885, aged 68 years.
Lewis Thomas, Three Rivers, died November, 1885, aged 79 years.

Mrs. Benjamin King, Three Rivers, died March, 1886, aged 75 years.
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James Crawford, Lockport, died December, 1885, aged 65 years.

D. S. Hale, Flowerfield.

Francis S. Brown, Sturgis, died October 17, 1885, aged 61 years.
Elisabeth Hibbard, Sturgis, died October 13, 1885, aged 66 years.
Anna Jacobs, Sturgis, died November 23, 1885, aged 70 years.

Bracy Toby, Sturgis, died April 24, 1886, aged 85 years.

Jehial Palmer, Sturgis, died February 19, 1886, aged 57 years.

Malachi Roat, Sturgis, died April 24, 1886, aged 52 years.

Mrs. William Fitzsimmons, Centreville, died July 1, 1885, aged 55 years.
Mrs. James Adams, Centreville, died November 21, 1885, aged 66 years.
Mrs. Henry Lohr, Centreville, died February 19, 1886, aged 60 years.
Mrs. Aaron Schall, Three Rivers, aged 73 years.

Hugh Morton, Three Rivers, aged 64 years.

John Hamilton, Mendon, died July 30, 1885, aged 77 years.

Mrs. Samuel Coon, Mendon, died August 7, 1885, aged 85 years.

O. D. Hall, Mendon, died December 6, 1885, aged 78 years.

Mrs. Sarah Goss, Mendon, died December 22, 1885, aged 71 years.
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Mrs. John Sinzley, Mendon, died February 15, 1886, aged 55 years.
Barbey Ansook, Colon, died June 2, 1886, aged 56 years.

Mrs. William Scherhorm, Nottawa, died June 8, 1886, aged 70 years.
Jonathan Hoats, Park, died April 17, 1886, aged 81 years.

John Hoats, Park, died June 7, 1886, aged 79 years.

Mrs. Samuel Frankish, Mendon, died May 1, 1886, aged 72 years.
Francis Gooden, Mendon, died July 31, 1885, aged 71 years.
TUSCOLA COUNTY

BY JOHN BAKER

(Secretary of Tuscola county Pioneer Society)

Jacob Russan, died about October 30, 1885.

Buell French, died about November 30, 1885.

Charlotte French, died about December 30, 1885.

Alford Tivy, died about January 8, 1886.

Ira Tappon, died about March 5, 1886.
78
Mrs. Hannah, died about March 9, 1886.

Granny Gunnell, died about April 27, 1886.
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William Ayliffe, died about May 2, 1886.

Nathan Potter, died about May 6, 1886.

All of these were early pioneers in this county. Their ages ranged from 56 to 82 years.
VAN BUREN COUNTY

BY EATON BRANCH

THOMAS B. IRWIN

Died, at his residence in Paw Paw, on Sunday morning, November 27, 1885, at six o'clock,
in the sixty-ninth year of his age, Mr. Thomas B. Irwin. Funeral services were held at

the house on Wednesday, the 2d December. Mr. Irwin was one of our old residents,
having lived in the county upwards of forty years. He was widely and favorably known
having been until within a few years past an active and energetic business man. He was

a man who possessed more than an average amount of ability and was endowed with a
wonderful degree of originality. His apt, fitting and quaint comparisons and illustrations

will not soon be forgotten by those who were intimate with him during past years. At one
time he was the owner of a considerable amount of property, but during the later years

of his life, he met with some financial reverses, that deprived him of much of his means.
He carried a life insurance of $3,500, which will place his widow beyond the reach of

want. Politically, Mr. Irwin was a radical republican, and was once regarded as one of the
leaders of the party in this county. In 1858 he was elected to the office of register of deeds.
and was re-elected to the same office in 1860. About 1870 he was appointed postmaster
at Paw Paw, which position he occupied for about two years, when he was attacked with

a severe illness that nearly cost him his life, and, being unable to attend to the duties of
the office, he resigned in favor of Mr. G. W. Matthews. Although he apparently recovered
his health, his intimate friends could see that he never recovered his full mental vigor. For
the last few years of his life he was continually failing, both mentally and physically, and
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for some months past tie has required almost constant care and watching. His bereaved
family and friends will receive the most heartfelt sympathy of the entire community, in this
their hour of sorrow and affliction. Tom, as he was familarily known, genial, 79 social and
hospitable Tom has left us. Let us hope he has found a better home, where sickness and
death, care and sorrow, can never enter. This world would be a better world if it contained
no worse men than our lamented friend, T. B. Irwin.

MRS. H. S. ALLEN

Mrs. H. S. Allen died in Lawrence, December 9, 1885. She was born in New York State
in 1812, and came to Michigan in 1846. She was the mother of three sons, all of whom
survive her.

MRS. H. C. WELLS

Mrs. H. C. Wells died in Lawrence, January 24, 1886. She was born in New York State,
September 25, 1811, and came to Michigan in 1853. She was the mother of ten children.

MRS. MARGARET SAXTON AND MRS. ADELIA SAXTON BUTLER

The following is the prelude to Pastor Fish's sermon at the funeral of Mrs. Saxton and Mrs.
Butler, at the First Baptist Church. on the words found in | Corinthians, xv., 56, 57, 58. Mrs.
Margaret Saxton was born in 1807 in the town of Hector, Tompkins county, New York. She
was converted in her youth and lived her religion all the remainder of her life. She died
February 6, 1886. aged 79 years. She came west with her family about the year 1839,

and settled in the town of Sandstone. Jackson county, Michigan. After about four years
the family removed to Reading, Hillsdale county. Some six years afterward they came to
this county and settled a few miles west of Paw Paw. She was a woman of good mind.
and used it to the best advantage. Seeing things as they exist at a mere glance, her quick
perception and ready way of speaking and acting, threw her into the front rank of active
women. So prompt was she in decision and action. it made her life appear almost as one
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of impetuosity. Her convictions were all very strong, and her ideas well defined when her
mind was fully made up. But we are reminded that this is a double funeral. Mrs. Adelia
Saxton Butler was born in 1825, at the same place as her mother, and made the same
changes of residence, following her to the better land only twenty-three hours after the
mother bade us her final farewell. She was converted at the age of 18 and always adorned
her profession with a well ordered life. and Godly conversation. These two mothers in
Israel had many virtues and traits of character in common. They were both scrupulously
honest and critically correct. bold in holding to the right, and earnestly contending for it,
yet mildness and urbanity characterized all their movements, public and private. They
were ladies of strong attachments. so strong that we may well suppose that if 80 their
friends were to become their enemies, they would still love them, to the fulfilling of the
Saviour's command in his great mountain sermon. Their faith in the doctrines of the Bible
seemed to know no wavering or change. Their anxiety to have their children and relatives
come to Christ and be saved, seemed to know no abatement to the last. Many of us will
remember their choked utterances, as they have often asked us, in our prayer meetings,
to continue to pray for them, as they themselves prayed for them daily. God grant to lay
up those prayers as rose leaves in his book of remembrance, till the answers come in the
conversion of the whole family. Their love for the sanctuary seemed to have resolved itself
into a passion. They loved their church and their church loved them. The remembrance

of their being with us only a week before their departure will always be pleasant, and the
assurance that they exchanged the church militant for the church triumphant is equally
pleasant, yea, even transporting. They have gained a victory over death, the last enemy,
and are now and for ever at rest, sweet, sweet rest. By arrangement with Dr. West of
Lawton, he was to preach Mrs. Saxton's funeral sermon. So she told me as | carne from
the doctor's funeral, adding, “Now you will preach it.” How strange it seems that the time
has come so soon. If these sainted ones were to speak to their loving pastor from their
seats in glory, and dictate the subject for me at this hour, | imagine they would both say,
“Tell the people what Jesus has done for the world, and how to trust Him in order that they,
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through His grace, may meet us in heaven. Tell them of our triumphs and victories, a.nd
how we won them.”

WILLIAM JONES

Mr. William Jones was born in North Wales, in Devonshire, on the 2d day of May, 1814.
He lived in Devonshire nineteen years, and emigrated to this country in 1833, with but one
friend accompanying him. He stopped at Prairie Ronde, where he remained six years,
marrying Lucy Heath in 1839, and shortly thereafter removing to what is known as the
Jones farm, in Bangor. Three children were born to them, one of whom died in 1864. His
wife died in 1862, and 1869 he removed to Arlington, and, in January of the next year,
was married to Melissa Johnston, who passed from earth in 1882. Mr. Jones was a hard-
working man, and by prudence, careful management and honest dealing had accumulated
a competency, which will be inherited by his two daughters, Mrs. Celia Eastman and Mrs.
Lovisa Tweed.

ORRIN SISSON

Orrin Sisson, who died Sunday morning, April 11, 1886, was born June 1, 1809, in the
town of Greenfield, Saratoga county, New York. He 81 had been a resident of this State
forty-two years, of Van Buren county forty years and of the township of Hartford seven
years. A number of times he served his township in the capacity of supervisor and justice
of the peace, and at an early day he took an active interest in the agricultural affairs of his
county. He was a man of great industry and thrift, but was called to suffer heavily from fire
a number of times, at one time losing over $6,000 in a single conflagration. Mr. Sisson
was twice married, the first time to Roxanna Neygus and the second time, in 1869, to Mrs.
Alvira Van Ingen, who survives him. Tuesday morning following his death, in the presence
of a large company of the older citizens and pioneers of the township, his funeral services
were attended and he was carried to Paw Paw for burial. The day was unusually fine and
a number of his old neighbors from the vicinity of his former home, near Paw Paw, fell into
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the procession and assisted in laying his remains gently to rest in the old yard north and
east of the village of Paw Paw.

LYMAN M. WITTER

Lyman M. Witter died in Lawrence, April 30. 1886. He was born in New York State in
1820, and came to Michigan in 1842. He was a thrifty farmer and a worthy citizen much
respected.

MRS. FANNIE R. TAYLOR

Passed to the higher life, May 15, 1886, Mrs. Fannie R. Taylor, aged seventy-nine years
and seven months, at the residence of her daughter, Mrs. A.D. Stuyvesant, of East Valley,
Decatur. She was born in the town of Berkshire, Vermont. At the age of nine years she.
with her parents, removed to Dunham, Canada East, where at the age of eighteen, she
was married to H. Randall, and there became the mother of seven children, four sons and
three daughters. In 1836 she emigrated with her family to Allegan, Michigan. In the year
following they settled on Grand River, in Ottawa county, then a wilderness, principally
inhabited by Indians, where she lost her husband and three children within one year.
During her widowhood. her life was threatened by Indians, and, sick and alone, she
defended herself and little ones as best she could. and there occurred her marriage with
Alvin Taylor, whom she has survived seven years, and by whom she had six children. Her
surviving children are Benjamin Randall of Des Moines. lowa, Maynard Randall of New
Tacoma. Washington Ter., Mrs. Sabra Auton of Paw Paw, and Mrs. Anna Stuyvesant

of Decatur. Of her father's family of ten children, only three survive, one brother and two
sisters. At the meridian of life she became a firm believer in the spiritual 11 82 philosophy,
of which faith she was ever a fearless advocate and in which she remained firm to the last.
She was a faithful wife and a kind mother, ever ready to aid the sick, the needy and the
afficted.
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JOSEPH PACKARD

Joseph Packard died in Hamilton township, Van Buren county, May 31, 1886. He was born
in New York State in 1812, and came to Michigan in 1836.

WASHTENAW COUNTY
BY D. LAY
Thomas Shaw, died June 7, 1885, aged 75 years; a resident of York 55 years.

Mrs. Lucretia Knickerbocker died June 12, 1885, aged 76 years; a resident of Saline 31
years.

Daniel Forshee, died July —, 1885, aged 75 years; an old resident of Saline.

Hon. Edwin Lawrence, died June 26, 1885. aged 77 years: a resident of Ann Arbor 50
years.

Ira Bassett, died June 8, 1885, aged nearly 86 years; a resident of Lodi 46 years.
Mrs. Ellen en Maloy, died June 25, 1885, aged 81 years; a resident of Ann Arbor 50 years.
James McMahon, died July 10, 1885, aged 65 years: a resident of Ann Arbor 48 years.

Mrs. Elizabeth Hutchinson, died July 14, 1885, aged 88 years: a resident of Ypisilanti town
and city 50 years.

Melancthon Sanderson, died July 29. 1885, aged 83 years; a resident of Augusta 32
years.

Arthur Coe, died August 18, 1885, aged 83 years; a resident of York and Ypsilanti city 49
years.
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Edwin A. Platt, died August 21, 1885, aged 85 years; a resident of Pittsfield 52 years.
James O'Neil. died August 29, 1885, aged 105 years; a resident of Ann Arbor 45 years.

James Hucks, died September 22, 1885, aged 61 years: a resident of Lodi 55 years.
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Mrs. Harriet Crane, died September 20, 1885, aged 53 years; a resident of Saline 53
years.

Hiram McCartney, died September 27, 1885, aged 83 years; a resident of Augusta 47
years.

James O. Thompson, died October 5, 1885, aged 92 years; a resident of Superior town 53
years.

John Switzer, died October 15, 1885, aged 83 years; an old resident of Saline.

Mrs. Hannah Wiard, died November 12, 1885, aged 81 years; a resident of Ypsilanti town
52 years.

Henry W. Kellogg, died November 17, 1885, aged 74 years; a resident of Ann Arbor 40
years.

Mrs. Coon Redner, died November 28, 1885, aged 80 years; an old resident in county.
Daniel Donahue, died November 27, 1885, aged 60 years; an old resident of Augusta.

Addison Fletcher, died December 12, 1885, aged 75 years; a resident of Ypsilanti 35
years.

John Van Fleet, died December 2, 1885,-aged 76 years; a resident of Dexter 46 years.
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Mrs. Maria Temper, died December 9, 1885, aged 83 years: a resident of Scio 53 years.

Mrs. Timothy Showerman, died December 21, 1885 (age not known): an old resident of
Ypsilanti city.

William Densmore, died December 22, 1885, aged 70 years; a resident of Ypsilanti town
60 years.

James B. Arms, died December 17, 1885, aged 85 years; a resident of Webster 51 years.

Miss Martha E. Wellman, died December 9, 1885, aged 69 years; a resident of county 52
years.

George Gill, died December 31, 1885, aged 77 years; an old resident of Superior town.

Mrs. Maria Forsyth, died December 31, 1885, aged 69 years; a resident of this county 52
years.

Mrs. Abigail Ewers, died January 5, 1886, aged 90 years, a resident of Augusta 50 years.

Samuel M. Vought, died January 3, 1886, aged 68 years; a resident of Superior and
Ypsilanti 51 years.

John Mcintyre, died January 6, 1886, aged 96 years; a resident of Northfield 55 years.
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John Quigley, died January —, 1886, aged 55 years; a resident of North-field and Ann
Arbor 50 years.

James M. Nichols, died January 12, 1886, aged 75 years; a resident of Pittsfield and
Ypsilanti city 54 years.
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Mrs. Phebe Wycoff, died January 14, 1886, aged 86 years; a resident of Salem 60 years.
Orrin Thatcher, died January 20, 1886, aged 62 years; an old resident of Chelsea.
Judson Wilson, died January 25, 1886, aged 66 years; an old resident of this county.
Henry Hammond, died February 1, 1886, aged 79 years; an old resident of this county.
Mrs. Patty Kenney, died February 2, 1886, aged 94 years; an old resident of this county.

Chester Perry, died February 10, 1886, aged 87 years; came to Ypsilanti nearly 60